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ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP
MEETI NG

Thursday May 27tJ1
7:30 I?M.

Bron,ncrol't tlaptist Church

BROWNCROFT HISTORY SLIDE PRESENTATION
ELECTION OF OFFICERS FOR 2OA4

COMMITIEE REPORTS
VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION

In honor of the neighborhood's
listing on the National Register of
Historic Places earlier this month,
the collection of slides of historic

views of the neighborhood, including
farm houses, nursery grounds, 

-

churches, parks and the early devel-
opment of the subdivisions, will be
shown. This slide show is alwavs

popular. Don't miss this opportuirity
to see it.

Brine your concerns and ideas for
nelghborhood projecJs that you
want to work toward.s wrtfi vour
neighborhood associationl-

Come and join your neighbors.
Support your association.

Enjoy refreshments.

Brown croft
Histor ic  D is t r ic t
L is ted on the
Nat iona l  Regis ter
o f  H is tor ic  P laces

It is dorre, at last. Browncroft is
officially listed on the Deparrnent of
Interior's National Rqgister of Historic
Places as adistrict ofhistorically signrfi -
cant architecture and landscapc dcsign

The Keeper ofthe National Register
signedthenomination on April 20th ur
WashingtonD.C

The Browncrofthistoric district is
rougbly bounH by Browncroft Boulc-
vard and part of Merchants Road on the
north to, butnotincluding, BlossomRoad
on the soudr, Winton Road on the west to
Newcastle Road on the east. This area
primarilydefines the original Brovvncroft
SuMivisian that was developed out ofthe
nursery properties of Brown Brotlren
Cmtinental Nurseries, uihich operated in
the ninet€€ffh and early twentieth
centuries.

The culfunal resource suwey docu-
ment utridr had to be prepared for the
Stat€ ard Nationd historic preservation
ageircies will evenurally showup or the
federal web site, wtrere everyore will
have easy access.

Alttroughtlrclisting is strictlyhqror-
ary, it is hopedthat residents prese,lrt and
futrue wiil recognizr thce qualities their
propeties have that mntribute to the
unique character ofthe neighbolhood,
and culsider how best to preserve them.

A debt of gratiurde is dle to the
many neighbon u,&o mntribrfed time,
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In  Memor ia l  to  H i l land  Knapp
Itis wiftdeep sorrowthatwe report

Bill Knapp, ofDorchesterRoa4 did
Satruday, May I st from complications
leading to congenital heart frilure. He
was much loved by his neighbors all
around" andbythiswriterwho, as a
young neighborhood organizer, made
his acquaintance in the l97Os when he
*'as Ciq,'Forester.

Mr. Knapp $as thc City Forester
from I 966 to I 975 and subsequentlythe
Director of Parks for tlre Crq' of
Rochester until his retirement in I 988.
Dunng that time he replanted
Dorchester Road and the Elrncroft
SuMivnion strwts afterthe Dutch elm
disease wiped out the street frees in the
I 960's, assisted the BNA beautification
volunteers in rehabilitating the
Browncroft Rose Garden at the comer
of Browncroft Boulevard and Mer-
chants Rmd in the I 970's, and pro-
moted the tree planting prqect in the
1980's onWinton Road frqn Blossom
to Merchants Roads by insnucting his
successor City Forester to "Give them
ufi,at they want."

By retirement Mr. Knapp had
moved into Browncroft from the I 9th
Wardwithhis wife Bety, andmntin-
ued to be Browncroft's tree guardian
angel working as a voluntrer usng his
lmowledge ofhorticultre and history.

He residd in the Browncroft
neighborhood for approximately 2 5
years. During that time he performed
two survgn for the neighborhood
associatian ofthe troes in the public
rightofways and frqrt )ads of ovsr
400 properties on 12 streets- first in

I 99 I after the ice storm and aga;uilrr'z}l2
as docunentation for the neighborhmd's
cultural resource survey for its nomina-
tion to the National Registor of Historic
Placs. Withouthis expertise in docu-
mentrng the historic landscape elements
rntegral to the neighborhood's historic
sigrrificance, Bror"rrcroft would not have
bcen able to move fonlard tou'ard this
importantnxognition.

In addition, serving as a member of
the Boand of Directors for Monroe
County People for Parks, Inc, a not-for-
profit par*s advocacy group, he became
an advocale for saving trees and for park
preservation countlwide. He u'as
involved in expostng the tragrc removal by
the Coun['of Monroe of I I cne hundred
year old oak trees in Genesec Valley
Park for a drivurg range.

He paticipated in the Genesee
Valley Recreation and Park Socieq"s
annual "March for Par*s" walking under
the Browncroft Neighborhood Associa-
tion banner. Because he had raised the
most amount of money thal year for local
pa* projocts, the Browncroft Rose
Garden was awardda $400 dollargrant
from the proceeds of the marclq which
was used for the purchace of docorative
stone benches.

He is survivedbyhis wife of53 yean,
ElizabethKnapp; two sons, Robertand
James; twograndchildre4 his sister Janet
Phillips ofFloridaand brotherRichard
Knapp ofNorwic[ NewYorlq his
godsc4 Jeremy Wilsoq and rnany, nuny
loving friends and neighbon.

Cassy Petsos.

Nomination of Off icers for 2004
Our Presider[ David Dickinson Kaiser, retires his leadership role in BNAthis year.

David served for three y€ars - one more year than the fiaditional twq one year terms.
We wereforhrnatetobe ableto keep him forthd time.

We will needto nominale ard elect officers for Presiderr, Vice-Presidem, Trea-
surer and Secretary. There,fore, nuninations (including selfnominations) will be aken,
gafrfu lly, fromthe floor at the annual rnembership meeting May 27 th

NATIONALREGISTER...
continuedfrompage I

money, or bothto make this happen; as
well as to the City of Roctrester, the
Iarulmark Society ofWestern New
Yorlg and our New York Stare Office of
Parks, Recreation and Historic Preserva-
tion, andmost particularlyto Hilland
Knapp ofDorchester Road, who spent
weeks walking the neighborhood to
survey and catalogue eachtree ard shrub
within the proposed district's front yards
andtree lawns Bill Knapp diedMay ls
knowingthathis hard work cameto
fnution.

Morc information *.ill be ar,ailable in
futurc issues ofthe Cricr. Also. a
neighborhood meeting is plarrred with a
presentation by our State Historic
Preservation Office rqgional liaison in
June or July. A ,nap ofthe district
shou,ing each lot included in dre district
rvill beonhand atthe annual membershrp
meetingMay 27th.

Neighbors  Heeded
Our  Cal l  for
volunteers

ln answerto our article inthe last
Crier, neighbors have come fonvardto
take on some very inrportantjobs forthe
neighborhood organizaticn.

Nick Rozanov frorn Browncroft
Boulw'ard will be working on a new
web site for BNA.

Kim Kopatz, also, of Browncroft
Boulevard has volunteered to scan our
historic slides so that we can make them
more accessible indigitat format.

Steve Howe (Windernere) and
Andrea Marcus ( ) will bewodcing on
the Browncroft Crier.

Craig Eppersm (Newcasle) has
gniciously stcpped forward to fill the
munbership cqnmiuoe chair.

Also, since our last issug, a ned
arose for a Brouncroft represantative to
moet with the City regarding the schml
choice initiative. Dede Ranger from
Corwin R@d and Chris Gaudieri from
Elmcroft have taken on this intportant
issue.

ThankYou Everyone!


