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i nNeFamilyPicnic :
I  '  l .  I  '  '  r .  

'

I rain or shine, pack a picnic and join your :
: Browncroftieighbors 

' 
a

:  ; . ;_ :_ ;_ , ; :_ - - ; ;  
.

: Friduy, Iuly 20th :
I  -  ^ ^  ,  I  .  , .  r
= 5:0 p.m. to dosing time :
:i atHazelwood rydg" :
; in trllison park. :

. r r r a . r . l l , r r r r. BNA will provide charcoal fires for grilling, hot dogs, buns, 1
: trimmings and lernonade :
I  h 1  r  .  1 .  I  1  1 ,  I  . ,  

'

I Piease bring a dish to pass and dishes, silverware, etc. for :
i your famiiy. :
l - I

. We are planning some children's activities. ;

i rt's free, It's fun. :
I tt's a wonderful wav to set to know each other! :
l '

i q"estions? RSVP by July 16 
I: call Diana Thomton 2Se7V6 
:

l r . . r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r l r r r r r r r r r r r r r r r l r r . . a a . l

BNA Annual Meeting
By Holly Petsos

Browncroft neighbors had an "up-close and personal" experience at BNA's Annual Mem-
bership Meeting. Mavor William A. Johnson, Jr. presented the City's Smart Growth slide show
and afterward addressed the audience and answered questions.

Many neighbors commented that thev enjoyed the experience of having a dialogue with
the Mavor.

David Kaiser of Yarmouth Road was elected President of BNA and Mari, Ann Evans of
Croydon returns as Treasurer. We wish them a good and productive vear-

If anyone is interested as sen ing as Vice President or Secretarv please contact David Kai-
ser at 654-6604.

Membership
By Ann Will iams

Please welcome the followins new
Street Representatives: Karen Schillinger
on Elm Dr., Melody Sharkey on Elm Dr.,
Tricia Buckley on Elmcroft Rd., Hilary
Appelman on Windemere Rd., Noel &
Connie Ci iheany on Windemere Rd. ,
Michelle La-Russa Trott on Crovdon Rd.,
Joyce McAndrews on Newcast le Rd. ,
Tonya Cunderman on Beresford Rd. and
Anne Duckett of Beresford Rd.

Thanks to our retiring Street Reps for
their many years of service to The BNA:
Nancy Loftus of Dorchester Rd., Mary Lisa
Sisson of \,Vindemere Rd., Betty Della Porta
of  Windemere Rd. ,  Pam Compson of
Newcas t l e  Rd . ,  Jack  B loemendaa l  o f
Quentin Rd., Sue DaRin of ELm Dr.,Lydia
Calzone of Croydon Rd., Robert Novack
of Croydon Rd., Pat Larrabee of Beresford
Rd. and Deborah Costello of Beresford Rd.

If you are interested in being a street
rep or would like to help with deiir.ering
newsletters, please give me a cali at 288-
6295. This is a great wav to meet vour
neighbors l! Assistance is particulariy
needed for Quentin Rd., Dorchester Rd.
and Bern,ick Rd.

officers
President - David Kaiser 651'6601

Treasurer -  Mary Ann Elans
Secretary - Open
District Reps
Elm -  Open
Corwin -  Hol ly  Petsos 2SE-09i i
I  r n r f d ^ n  -  R r Y h  l ) r 1 f n /

Commirtee Chairs
Beautrtrcation - Cassv Petsos 2SE-O9ti
Crime Prevention - gbb Genthner 432,244].
Historical - Sharon Bloemendaal 28E-6;59
Hospital iq/ - Diana Thornton 28E-7176
Membership - Ann Wil l iams 28E-6295
Newsletter - Sharon Orienter 283-8076
Zoning - Holly Petsos 28S-0955
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Helpful Information
from Neighborhood

Empowerment
Team(NET)

By Carolyn Argust

City of Rochester refuse code rules are
followed by the majority of Browncroft
residents. Perhaps new residents are un-
aware of the rules. Be a good neighbor,
share this information with them if vou
observe a vioiation.

Roll the Refuse Cart (green toter) to the
curb and place bulk items & Blue Box at
the curb Uy O::O a.m. or no earlier than the
night before the regular collection day.
(Wednesday is  the col lect ion day for
Browncroft)

Prepare refuse, garbage & recyclables
properly. The RollingRefuse Cart: House-
hold refuse, vard waste & any other refuse
that f its must be placed in the City-pro-
vided Refuse Cart. If the Refuse Cart is
full, garbage cans and plastic bags can be
used for additional refuse.

Bulk Refuse: items such as household
furniture, mattresses, large appliances &
bundled tree/hedge trimmings must be
placed befween the sidewalk and the curb.
Remove doors from refrigerators or other
appl iances wi th la tches.Tie loose wood,
trees, bushes & hedses in bundles that are
no longer than 4 feet and 18 inches in di-
ameter and no more than 60 pounds.

Recycling Blue Box: put clean nei,r,s-
papers, magazines, corrugated cardboard
& glass, metal & plastic food containers in
the Blue Box. Corrugated boxes (2 ft. X 4
ft. max.) must be flattened and placed in,
under or next to the Blue Box at the curb.
Other recvclables that don't fit in the Blue
Box, like crushed plastic containers & ex-
tra newspapers can be placed in brorvn
paper bags {not  p last ic  bags)  next  to  the
Blue Box.

Remove containers after pick up: all
refuse & recycling containers^must be re-
moved from the area between the sidewalk
& curb rvithin 24 hours after collection &
retumed to their storage area at the rear or
side vard of the premisLs. (Blue boxes mav
be kept indoors).

Never dump il legally: dumping refuse
or waste on any public propertv or right-
of-waV placing refuse in front of anv pre-
mises where it was not generated or put-
ting household or business refuse in pub-
lic litter receptacles is illegal. Illegal dump-
ing is a serious offense & ftnes may be im-

Construction Update

posed. If you see someone illegally dump-
ing, get a license number & a descripiion of
the vehicle & operator. Then call the City's
service office at 428-5990.

Recent violations observed by NET in-
spectors in Browncroft include refuse placed
in cardboard boxes, tree limbs not bundled,
and refuse at the curb before Tuesday night.
Please help new neighbors know the rules.

Browncroft
Boulevard

The water main is in, and as of June 21st
one half of the water services to the homes
had been tied in. The new catch basins have
been installed and fire hvdrants. Additional
adjustments will be made to the hvdrants
to raise them up into proper position. The
week ofJune 25th began the street light con-
duit installation. The conduit will go under
the sidewalks on the north side of the street,
and cross under the street to the light poles
on the south side.

Controversv regarding the street lights
to be instailed is now a Browncroft issue, too.
The Ci ty  has of fered an opt ion for
Browncroft to keep mercury vapor (white)
lights, rather than take fugh pressure sodium
(orange) l ights, if residents pay a special as-
sessment. Residents will be petitioning to
have a newer white light technology used
on Browncroft, which is far more energy ef-
ficient and has a longer life than high pres-
sure sodium, while producing the same lu-
men level. This new electrodeless l ight,
which is used in Europe and is just begin-
ning to show up in American cities, such as
San Diego and Portland, casts a warm white
light similar to incandescent in quality, only
brighter. Because it is more energv efficient
and is less costly to maintain, the need for a
special assessment should be eliminated.
Browncroft would make an excellent pilot
project for installation of this nerv technol-
ogy.

The next phase will be nen' street sur-
face, curbs and lastlv sidewalk installation.
Because the large svcamore trees are so close
to the curb in certain places, a steel curb wil l
be used rather than the ihicker granite curbs
used evervwhere else.

The project is on schedule and should
be completed bv mid-August, according to
the prolect coordinator.

H istoric District
Update

The layout of pavement and houses on
the landscape has been measured on ali the
affected streets. Volunteers measured the
street beds, tree lawn areas, sidewalks and
set backs of the houses, as this data is also
needed for the cultural resource survev be-
cause it defines the original plan of the neigh-
borhood. Brown's vision of fine residential
housing built within a designed park-l ike
landscape was impiemented in this lavout.

The flowering trees and shrubs were pho-
tographed during their various peak bioom-
ing periods to document this unusual legacv
of our neighborhood. Browncroft in spring
time is an extremelv heady and beautiful
world. Howevet it was no small feat to get
picturesque slides of magnolias when little
orange construction fences abound, as well
as so many home improvement contractors
signs! It took some cagey framing, but the
results are good.

It was enjoyable meeting friendly and his-
torv minded neighbors whose vards we tres-
passed to take our measurements. Thank you
all for your encouragement and participation.

Browncroft
Beautification

Committee Works On
Despite the distraction of construction

work on Brorvncroft Boulevard, the Beauti-
fication Committee continues its w,ork this
season to plant and maintain the annual bed
and the rose beds in the Browncroft Rose
Garden at the corner of Browncroft Boule-
vard and Merchants Road. This will be a dif-
ficult season for gardening at this site, as the
water has been turned off while nerl, water
mains are installed on Browncroft. \eedless
to sar', we hope for rain fall at regular rnter-
vals to sustain the plants.

Thank vou's are in order to Rosemarie
Hatman, Joyce DeBlieck, Laura Viau, Doug
Anderson, Eileen Vand erzw an, Margaret
Richter, Jeanne Lovsen. ancl Cassy Petsos for
their work on the annr-ral bed clean uo and
planting.
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Weed Whackers
Damage

i n  ou r  endeavo r  t o  ma in ta in  we l l
groomed lawns, and save time by using
power tools, the weed whacker has become
a common household instrument, while
hand clippers have become practically ex-
tinct.

But don't get rid of those hand clippers.
Thev are the onlv safe wav to trim grass
around trees, other than pulling the tall
blades unreachable bv the lawn mower.
Weed whacking around the base of a tree
is slow death for the tree. And don't iet
your lawn service tell you otherwise.

The rvhip of the whacker may be harm-
less to fence posts, garden edges, and fire
hvdrants, but not to the bark of a tree. Any
scaring which encircles the trunk of a tree,
such as that which occurs from a weed
whacket wil i cause a decline which wil l
prevent the tree from reaching its full life
span. This writer has witnessed the death
of two young trees on the pubiic right of
wav (one on Corwin Road and one on
Dorchester) that likelir met their demise
from rotting scar tissue encircling their
bases.

Unfortunately, the Citv Parks Depart-
ment continues to disregard our requests
to not  rveed lvhack the t rees in  the
Bron'ncroft Rose Garden at Browncroft and
Merchants Road, and one can w,itness this
tlpe of scarring, as weil as the nicks of lawn
mowers on everv single tree in the park
and t ree lawns surrounding i t .  Three
maple trees died a ferv years back due to
this damage, and the demise of more crab
trees is imminent.

Please take care not to damage vour
trees, and our public trees in the right of
lvav. Thev are so important to our neigh-
borhood environment and aesthetics.

All of the previous four articles
by Cassie Petsos

Laura Viau f rom Elmcrof t  Road won a
block party from radio station WBEE. It was
held on Tuesday, June 12. Dinosaur Barbecue
provided the scrumptious food. Bil lv the Kidd
irom WBEE visited with neighbors and put
some of the children on the air.

fhere was a huge inflatable ride that was
enjoved bv both children and adults. We kicked
off summer in a big wavl

Quentin Road w'on a WBEE party last vear.
Applications are available at lVegmans.

Char les  Cr r ro l l  -  ! l r c r l l cnre  ! l ruanded E

4 6 4 K 8
Rochester  C. i t l  School  Distr ic t

K-B Open Forum
Update

By Mark Wilson

A community meeting was held at khool
46 on Mav 2,2007 at 7:00 p.m. to allow neigh-
bors to address concern and voice support re-
garding the erpansion of School a6 to a K-S.
About  for ty  people at tended,  inc luding
Bolgan Vargas, President of the Rochester
City School Board.

The evening began with a twenty-minute
presentation by members of the task force, in-
cludhg the school's principal, Miriam Jurado,
summarizing the past several years of work
bv about 75 to 100 volunteers- Topics covered
included: Overall organizational approach
used bv the task force; Pro's & Con's of add-
ing 7'h and 8'h grades; Communication and
survev results; Literature search and inter-
view findings; Summarv of a visit to Buffalo
K-8 schools; Oven'iew of the current desisn
concept; Overview of curriculum drir ers and
continued standard of excellence.

After the presentation, nine attendees vol-
unteered questions and comments; five with
strong support, three with questions and con-
cerns, one rvith strong opposition. "Retain-

ing neighbors" topped the list of support from
several. "l have lost two famiiies on mv street
within the past month", one long-term resi-
dent lamented. Excellent standards and learn-
ing environment, and valuing the diversity
of the school were other accolades. "Making

current traffic conditions even worse" toooed
the concems (see "TRAFFICI"). Additional
concerns included questioning the standards
of the school and the curriculum implemen-
tation. A question was raised as to whether
ihe school could become strictly a neighbor-
hood school. Bolgan Vargas reminded the
audience that the immedrate feeder zone fills
onlv about half the desks. The economic and
curricular challenges of providing for that
small a student enrollment are prohibit ive.

When questioned about the number of
students being added to the school, Mark W
Wilson, the K-8 task force leader, reiterated
that 2 classes per grade would be added, in-
creasing the current enrollment of 350 by
about 80-100 students.

The timeframe for the expansion remains
open. Formal curriculum and facilities de-
sign has already begun. Construction logis-
tics and building permits must be consid-
ered. Generic City School District guidelines
quote 3-5 vears to build a school, but eager
supporters point out that this is only a build-
ing addition that will feed existing students
up two grades-and numerous char ter
schools locally and around the country are
able to open within months. Design and con-
struction iogistics are joined bv the fact that
School 46 is short one room for implementa-
tion of the new Rochester-rvicle fuil-day kin-
dergarten program. Additionally, proper
safety mandates that eariy construction take
place when the kindergarten wing is not oc-
cupied. Portables wil l be uti l ized as an in-
terim solutron.

For additional information or to volun-
teer on the task force. piease call Mark W.
Wilson at 182-5524

TRAFFIC !- 
i ;Th e B row n c roft N e'r gh6o ih ood-

One of the top items of concern that surfaced
during School 46's May 2n'i open forum for the
K-8 was " traffic" . Crorvded streets at dismissal.
Cars tuming around in drivewavs, traveling too
fast, not properlv stopping at intersections.

While there are specific school-related as-
pects, improving traffic safetv in our neighbor-
hood is of importance to evervone-at all times
of the day.. In fact, a studv conducted by the
BNA a few years ago indicated the bulk of BNA
traffic n'as from our own BNA residents.

The BNAis forming a small traffic task force
to brainstorm and implement wavs to raise traf-
fic safetv and awareness. We need participants
as well as a task force leader. Please call: Dal id
Kaiser, BNA President 654-6604 or Mark W.
Wilson, K-8 Task Force Leader 482-5524.

From vour eclitor:
The next issue deadline is August 3
P l e a s e  s e n d  a l l  s u b m r s s i o n s .  a r t i c l e s
announcements to me:

Sharon Orrenter '
e-mai l  -  >t  u lg AUL.com or
sorien teCrr I rbra r ylveb. o rg
fax '  42E-3151:
phone -  days 423-E327,

home 233-3076,
address - 116 Browncroft Blvd.

A l l  submiss ions  MUST BE TYPED.
I ore[er thar al]  rexr he sent electronrcal lv,' r ' _ ' _ " " - '
on  d r sk  o r  b1  e -mar i .  bu r  r f  you  canno t  do
so.  p lease send your copy.  ryped. by mai l  or
drop r f  of f  at  my home. PLEASE NOTE:
I tems NOT submit ted in wr i t ins and


