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The Off ic ia l  Newslet ter  of  the Browncrof t  Neighborhood Associat ion

Since 1973 P.O.BOX 10127 - ROCHESTER, NEW YORK 14610 Mav 1991-

BNA ANNUAL MEETING O ELECTION OF OFFICERS
Resto r€, Replafit, and Rede corate!

May 23rd,7=1 5 p.m.
AT: Brighton Reformed Church's Fellowship Lodge

(see map below)

BNA invi tes you to our Spring Program designed to get you motivated, to help you tackle home and garden projects.

Seyen ouest speakers knowledgeable in a variety of topics have been invited to share their experience with us.

The speakers wi l l  g ive a short  presentat ion and then be avai lable for quest ions at their  individual display tables. You
are encouraged to stop and ta[k to these experts about your individual home repair  and garden or other projects.

. Peter Belden Trieb, Architectural Restoratien Consultant and woodworker, will give a presentation on how to
mai ntai  n and sensit ivel

r  Peter Kennan, Jr. ,  of  Ki tchen Svnc Product ions, wi l l  d iscuss custom ki tchen remodel ing and cabinetwork.

o Mary Dugan, "Master Gardner" and Browncroft  neighbor,  wi l l  present on behalf  of  the Colfel l 'Coo.pPfat ive
Exteni ion.She wi l l  answer gardening projectquest ions on lawn care bnd compost ing. Fact sheetswi l l  be avai lable.

.  Margueri te Thomas of "Fabric and Findinqs",  presents "Decorat ive Window Treatments".

.  Ken DeWeaver,  Librar ian at the Winton Road Librarv wi l l  do an overview of Library programs and wi l l  have books
on gardening, home repair j ,  and renovat ion projects avai lable to lend that evening.

o Susan Bush, Crime Prevent ion Person at NEAD, and an Off icer from the,Hiqhland Sect ion wi l . l  ta lk on Crime
Prevent ion methods, locks, etc.  Residents wi l l  have the opportunity to sign up for a home securl ty audlt .

.  Gary Lang, Housino Special ist  at  NEAD, wi l l  speak on the avai labi l i ty of  programs for grants and loans for senior
c i t i zensand 'p@
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LANDMARK HOUSE TOUR COMES TO BROWNCROFT.. .  June 8th ANd gth!
The Landmark Society has chosen the Browncroft Tract for this year's June 8-9th House Tour. This well

at tended annual af fair  wi l l  mark the f i rst  v is i t  to the Browncroft  area of this highly vis ible event.  The 12
house tour is now being publ ic ized and t ickets are avai lable through the Landmark Society.

This important showcase of our neighborhood needs our ful l  cooperat ion, as hundreds of v is i tors are
expected. Please help put our best appearance forward and not put debris or trash at the curbs. See the
Spring Clean-up art ic le below and the accompanying f l ier regarding the tour.

BNA BEAUTIFICATION COMMITTEE WINS AN AWARD
The Federat ion of Garden Clubs, presented an award for c iv ic improvement to the Browncroft

Neighborhood Associat ion on Apri l  11, 1991. This award was made based on the consistent ef forts of the
Beauti f icat ion Committee to imorove and maintain the Browncroft  Rose Garden. The Federat ion of
Garden Clubs has 70 garden clubs as members from a geographic area stretching from Buffalo to Syracuse
and Lake Ontar ioto Corning in the south. The award was accepted by Margaret Richter and Cassy Petsos.
Margaret and Cassy were impressed when learning of the great numbers of other groups /  garden clubs
which give their  volunteer t ime to plant on publ ic propert ies such as town hal ls,  l ibrar ies and parks.

ROSE GARDEN - The Job Got Done . . . .
. . .Spring clean-up in the Rose Garden, that is.  Al though we were rained-out on Apri l  20th, a smal l  but

strong group of eight beaut i f icat ion workers (Debbie Barsel,  Joyce DeBl ieck, Wil l  Dewart,  Chris lde, Carol
Mercurio,  Hol ly and Cassy Petsos, Laura Viau) unmounded, pruned and cult ivated on a sunny Apri l  27th
morning. The City wi l l  be fert i l iz ing the beds, and afterwards the neighbors wi l l  cont inue to weed and
edge the beds throughout the summer.

The annual bed plant inq has been scheduled for Mav 18th,9:30 am, rain date is June 1st.  This is
another "big job" for our volunteers, and again, we ask for neighbors to help out.  The City wi l l  provide the
annuals and peat moss. This year we are going to try dwarf dahl ias, ageratum and alyssum. Volunteers
must bring their own trowels and weeders.

New rose bushes donated by fr iends and neighbors wi l l  a lso be planted.

PARKS DEPARTMENT /  BNA BEAUTIFICATION MEETING
Beauti f icat ion Committee Members, Debbie Barsel,  Chris lde, Margaret Richter,  Hol ly Petsos, and

Cassy Petsos, met with James Farr,  City Parks Operat ions Manager,  and Terry Mclntee, Hort icul tural
Technician, to discuss the development of a perennial  border in the Browncroft  Rose Garden and to touch
base on our respect ive roles in maintaining the park.

A great deal was discussed at this meeting and the committee feels conf ident that this season we wi l l
experience some improvement in the maintenance in the park.

ROSE GARDEN MEMORIALS AND DONATIONS
A donat ion has been made by Mr. and Mrs. iohn Peeso towards beaut i f icat ion efforts in the Rose

Garden. Donat ions for rose bushes have been made by John and Betty O'Brien and by Ervina and Bruce
Malin in memory of Alexander Petsos.

NEAD NEIGHBORHOOD CLEAN-UP MAY 31,  JUNE 1 AND 2. . -  DUMPSTERS
AVAILABLE

The weekend of May 31, June 1-2, NEAD wi l l  be host ing an area wide neighborhood clean-up and
membership dr ive. NEAD has secured seven dumpsters from the City that wi l l  be placed throughout the
NEAD area. Two locat ions wi l l  be in the Browncroft  Neighborhood. They wi l l  be located at 193 Croydon
Road (between Dorchester and Blossom Road) and at 155 Elmcroft Road.

BNA OFFICER ELECTIONS FOR 1991-92
At the  Annua l  Meet ing  May 23rd ,  BNA members  in  a t tendance w i l l  be  vo t ing  fo r  the  1991-92 BNA

Off icers. The Nominat ing Committee has put forth the fol lowing nominees to the membership: President -

Betsy Cl i f ford, Vice-President -  Laura Viau, Treasurer -  James Nicholson, and Secretary -  Pam Dalton.

HELP WANTED! . - . .  NEWSLETTER EDITOR AND MEMBERSHIP CHAIRPERSON
Both the BNA Newsletter Editor (4 years) and BNA's Membership Chairperson (4 years) wi l l  be

"ret i r ing" from their  posi t ions at the BNA Annual Meeting on May 23rd. These two very important
posit ions need to be f i l led as soon as possible during June and July as act iv i ty picks up for the August
Membership Drive and ini t ia l  Browncroft  Crier for the new BNA year.  Interested neighbors may submit
their  names to any of the new off icers or to your Street Rep,
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LET'S GET DRESSED FOR SUMMER
--- CASSY PETSOS

It 's t ime to rake away the winter blahs, sweep the dir t  of f  the sidewalks and get the tree is lands in
shape. Did you know that unt i l  the 1940's the Browncroft  Realty Company maintained the tree is lands (the
green str ip between the sidewalks and curb) in the Browncroft  neighborhood. These mal ls were an
integral  part  of  the design of the neighborhood. For this reason Brown Brothers Nursery, the parent
company of the realty corporat ion which developed the subdivis ion, mowed the tree is lands, planted and
maintained the f lowering shrubs, bulbs and trees to guarantee the neighborhood would look park- l ike
and wel l  manicured for the residents'  benef i t .

Today we each maintain the tree is land in front of  our own home as part  of  our front yard mowing
regimen. But i t  takes more than a quick pass-over with a lawn mower to keep your property looking sharp.
l f  you think of this green rectangle stretched out in front of  your property as 1) a welcome mat at the
entrance to your yard, and 2) the sides of a trai l  through our neighborhood, the importance i t  plays to the
appearance of your home and the appearance of the neighborhood as a whole becomes clear.

Here are a few t ips to sprucing-up your tree is land:
1. OVER SEEDING - After raking debris,  spread some good top soi l  enr iched with peat (or your

compost soi l )  over bald areas caused by City plows and ice storm damage. Level with a rake, sow with
an appropriate grass mixture ( for sun or shade - check with a garden center or hardware store),  and
tamp the seed in and keep it watered. lt is also a good idea to throw seed into the rest of the grass to
thicken up sparse areas.

2. EDGING - This is a very important,  yet of ten over- looked, job even though edging the concrete
sidewalks is qui te easy with a f lat  edged spade. Cut off  the sod overgrown onto the ci ty sidewalk by
using the edge of the sidewalk as a straight-edge guide. Find the edge of the sidewalk with your
spade on the f i rst  cut and fol low i t  along the rest of  the way on both sides of the sidewalk. edge
along the street curb, as wel l ,  and the grat i f icat ion you wi l l  feel  when you behold the improved
appearance from this one task is worth i t l  The tr ick is the f lat  edged spade. This gardener f inds
working with circular edging tools a struggle.

3. SWEEPING - l f  necessary shovel ing out the mud sl icks on the sidewalks. Ti l ted sidewalks col lect
water,  which when i t  evaporates leaves sediments covering the sidewalk. Mowing and leaving grass

cl ippings which decompose into the soi l  on the sidewalks and forms a germinat ion bed for more sod
aggravates the mud sl ick problem and creates more edging work.

4. PRUNING - Flowering shrubs should be pruned r ight af ter they bloom. l f  done later the f lower buds
for next year wi l l  be cut of f .  Prune to remove dead wood, suckers which sap strength from the shrub,
crossovers which rum against and damage other branches, and to contain the size of the shrub.
Remember also, to consider sight safety.  Flowering shrubs on the tree is lands are a special ty in this
neighborhood; but unless they are properly maintained this asset wi l l  become a l iabi l i ty.

5.  PLANT FLOWERS - Flowers look pretty around the base of t rees and shrubs. Annuals bloom al l
summer .  Perenn ia ls  w i l l  b loom fo r  a  spec i f i c  per iod  o f  t ime dur ing  the  season.  Whatever  your
preference, the ground the f lowers are planted in should be kept cul t ivated and have a neat edge,
otherwise the f lowers wi l l  be mistaken for weeds.

That should do i t !  But one more thing -  nothing defaces the " look" l ike pi les of rubbish placed-out on
the weekend and lef t  unt i l  garbage day. Keep garbage bags in your garage or back of the house unt i l  the
night before pick-up. This is good sense, courteous to the neighbors, and the law!

BROWNCROFT CRIER WRAP UP
Suggest ions on art ic les or i tems of interest can be submitted to Bob Genthner at 195 Newcast le Road

or to EDITOR BROWNCROFT CRIER, P.O.Box 10127, Rochester,  New York 14610. The next BROWNCROFT
CRIER dead l ine is expected to be August 20th.
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The Landmark Societv

of Western hlew York

PresentS...

T 9 9 L  H O U S E  &  G A R D E N  T O U R

Saturday & Sunday, June 8 & 9, 1991 o ll a.m. - 4 p.m.

This year's tour will feature Rochester's Browncroft neighborhood. This former nursery area has been
landscaped with flowering shrubs and larger trees. Even with the destruction caused by this spring's ice
storrq this area still displays one of Rochester's outstanding arrays of gardens and majestic public plant-
ings. Eleven residences and the 1932 Gothic-style Charles Carroll School, will be open for viewing. Also
featured is one of the first homes built in the neighborhood, a fine Arts & Crafts-style house designed by
Gordon & Kaelber. Other tour residences include fine examples of Tudor, Colonial Revival, Italian
Renaissance and eclectic styles, built between 1916 and 1923. Several outstanding gardens will also be on
view.

Jean France, architectural historian, will present a free lecture for all ticket holders on the architecture
and history of this neighborhood, at 319 Browncroft Blvd (former Emmanuel Covenant Church), Wednes-
day, June 5 at 7:30 p.m. Tour tickets may be purchased at that time.

TICKETS

$8.50 in advance o $10 on days of the tour
(or free with a new Landmark Society membership)

ADVANCE TICKETS AVNLABLE

o Balsam's Food Market,288 North Winton Road

o Irondequoit Garden Center, 1936 Hudson Avenue

o Parkleigh, 215 ParkAvenue

o Pickles Pharmacy r STT South Avenue

Landmark Society Headquarters, 133 South Fitzhugh Street

For more information call the Landmark Society ̂t 54G.7029


