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The of f ic ia l  Newslet ter  of  the Browncrof t  Neighborhood Associat ion

S i n c e ' 1 9 7 3 P.O.BOX 10127 -  ROCHESTER,  NEW YORK 14610 J A N U A R Y  1 9 8 9

i
!
!
I
I

I

i
!
I
a

I

i
!
!
b

l
I
a

I

i
a

I

i
I

I

i
I
a

I

i
a

I
j

_ a _

FEBRUARY 7 th

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD HISTORY
I I I  IN  SL I  DES

Did you ever wonder where the Duck Pond was? The dovecote 25 feet high? What
did the house just north of the Rose Garden look l ike in 1914? (There were barns
beside it). Who was Charles Brown and why did he start a nursury and later a
subdivision in our area? Can more than 300 slides really be shown in an hour? For
answers and more questio ns, save the date of February 7th.

"Browncroft, a Neighorhood History" a slide show depicting the history of our
area, will be shown on Tuesdav Februarv 7th at 7:00 pm at the Winton Rgad
Librarv. The program is sponsored by the Browncroft Neighborhood Htstory
Committee, which is looking for new members with new ideas. Volunteers, call
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

FEB 6: BNA Board of Directors Meeting 7:30pm
FEB 7: Histor ical  Browncroft  s l ide presentat ion at 7pm at Winton Road Branch Library.
MAR 6: BNA Execut ive Committee Meeting at 7:30pm.
MAR 14: BNA General Meeting -  Emmanuel Covenant Church at 7:30pm "How to Run a Successful  Garage Sale'

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
Dear  Ne ighbors ,

lwas pleased to note the presence of  several  new Browncrof t  residents at  our Annual
Hol iday Buffet .  This was a fest ive af fa i r  enjoyed by al l  who at tended. Many thanks to Pam
Dal ton  and her  commi t tee  fo r  hand l ing  the  ar rangements .

Scarcely a month goes by wi thout someone asking me about our Browncrof t  Neighborhood
Garage Sale.  This is held every two years and is certainly a popular af fa i r .  The dates of  May
6th and 7th have been set for  the sale.  l f  you'd l ike a l i t t le coaching on how to conduct your
sa le  and perhaps  even some adv ice  on  pr ic ing  p lan  to  a t tend bur  March  14 th  Genera l
Meet ing which wi l l  cover th is subject .  See you thbre.
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CITY LIVING FOR 75 YEARS!
Browncroft  was annexed to Rochester on January 1,

1914. This past New Year's Day, Erowncroft celebrated the
75th anniversarv of its annexation to the citv of Rochester.
Before 1914, Browncroft  was a part  of  Br ighton.

In 1919, Browncroft  was a part  of  Brown Brothers
Nursery. Charles J.  Brown, President of Brown Bros. Co.
(Nursery) and Browncroft  Real i ty Corp.,  l ived with his wife,
Dora at 540 Winton Road North. Brown also served as
County Treasurer.

ln  1927,  Browncro f t  was  known fo r  i t s  beaut i fu l
landscap ing .  Accord ing  to  the  Apr i l  1Oth  D&C,  " ln te l l igen t

landscaping has given Browncroft  a nat ionwide reputat ion
as one of the most beaut i ful  resident ial  develooments."

In 1946, Browncroft  formed i ts f i rst  Neighborhood
Assocrat ion. On June 11, 1946, the property owners of the
Browncro f t  T rac t  fo rmed a  permanent  o rgan iza t ion  o f
property owners.

In 1975, Browncroft  and School #45 began 5 years of
Communi ty  Schoo l  N igh ts .  Th is  was a  ser ies  o f  5  n igh ts
w h e r e  n e i g h b o r h o o d  e x p e r t s  v o l u n t e e r e d  t o  t e a c h
informal classes in a var iety of areas and crafts.

ln 1978, the weather co-operated to help create an
en joyab le  a f te rnoon on  June 2s th  in  the  Browncro f t
neighborhood. The versat i le and talented Monroe County
Parks  Band p layed marches  and show tunes  wh i le  the
a u d i e n c e  o f  a b o u t  3 0 0  p e o p l e  r e l a x e d  a t  S c h o o l  4 5
playground. The concert  was preceded by a kiddie parade
with pr izes for the most or iginal  costumes. Winners were
Ted and Matt  Richards for age 4 and under;  Jason Knight,
ages 5-8; and Stephen Carl is le,  ages 9- '12.

ln 1980, Browncroft  saw i ts f i rst  tour of neighborhood
Rose Gardens. On June 15 at least 100 people stopped by
the Browncroft  Rose Garden to pick up guide sheets l ist ing
the yards which were open for display. Neighbors were
able to vis i t  gardens in whatever order they wished and at
therr own oace.

In 1981, Browncroft  held i ts f i rst  neighborhood-wide
garage sale with over 100 part ic ipat ing households

A RELIC OF PAST IN BROWNCROFT
--by Arch Merr i l l

D&C 1966
T h i s  s t o r y ,  i n v o l v i n g  a n  u n u s u a l  i r o n  p o s t  a n d  a

resident ial  t ract,  was inspired by the cur iosi ty of a vis i t ing
New Yorker.

Arthur Ohlman, a recent guest at the home of his son,
Herman,  a t  90  Windemere  Rd. ,  was  in t r igued by  the  10-
foot post at  the intersect ion of Windemere and Newcast le
Roads in Browncroft .

O h l m a n ,  a n  i l l u s t r a t o r  a n d  w r i t e r ,  d e t e c t e d  t h e
dist inct ive, ornamental  features of the rel ic under i ts heavy
coat of rust. In a note to this newspaper, enclosed a sketch
he made,  he  descr ibed " the  fanc i fu l  des ign  and cur ious
Goth ic  le t te r ing , "  spe l l ing  ou t  "Browncro f t , "  on  a l l  four
sides of the pole.

He wondered what purpose the pole had served and
expressed deep interest in the history of Browncroft.

Had not some vandal or col lector removed the street
signs which once adorned the top of the pole, i ts funct ion

would have been obvious. l t  is the last of  the scores which
stood at every street corner of the large resident ial  t ract.

In  1914 Char les  J .Brown began lay ing  ou t  Browncro f t
as one of the most elaborate and decorat ive resident ial
subdivis ions i  n Rochester 's annals.

I t  is on the si te of the old Brown Brothers Nursery,
once one of the ci ty 's largest,  and founded in 1885 by C..1.
Brown and his brother,  Robert ,  who died in 1900.

A lways  ac t ive  in  c iv ic  and po l i t i ca l  c i rc les ,  Char les  J .
Brown, a one t ime president of the Chamber of Commerce,
s e r v e d  a s  R e p u b l i c a n  c o u n t y  c h a i r m a n  a n d  c o u n t y
treasurer among other posts.

Wi th  h is  son- in - law,  George . i .  Kae lber ,  as  secre tary
and his r ight-handman, he formed the Browncroft  Real i ty
Corp.,  which laid out the tract which became a Rochester
s h o w p l a c e .  T h e  o r i g i n a l  p l o t  w a s  b o u n d e d  b y  N o r t h
Winton Road. Browncroft  Boulevard, Blossom Road and
Newcast le Road and comprise more than 300 acres.

B r o w n c r o f t  w a s  l a n d s c a p e d  o n  a  s c a l e  h i t h e r t o
unprecedented  here  w i th  lav ish  p lan t ing  o f  o rnamenta l
t r e e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  m a n y  b l u e  s p r u c e ;  w i t h  p a r k w a y s  a n d
b e r r y  s h r u b s ,  a n d  w i t h  f l o w e r  b e d s  a n d  r o s e  b u s h e s
between the curbs and sidewalks. Wister ia vines cl imbed
the ornamental  street s igns.

The la rge  lo ts  on  the  w ide  avenues so ld  rap id ly  and
were soon dotted with big substant ial  homes, ref lect ing
the character of their  owners. The monotonous sardine-
can- l i ke  un i fo rmi ty  o f  many modern  subd iv is rons  rn  the
suburbs was not part  of  the Browncroft  pattern There
frame, br ick and stucco residences are intermingled

In the late 1920's,  a 200 acre extension was developed
to  the  eas t  o f  the  or ig ina l  p lo t ,  ex tend ing  beyond the
present Sea Breeze Expressway.

Many w i l l  remember  the  pre t ty  pond whrch  once
adjoined the Charles Brown mansion, now a rest home, at
North Winton and Corwin Roads. C. J.  Brown pas;ed away
i n  1 9 3 0 .

Af te r  the  deve lopment  o f  Browncro f t ,  the  nursery
bus iness  was cont inued.  w i th  the  founder 's  son,  Dona ld  C. ,
as  p res ident .  A f te r  severa l  years  in  the  Merchants  Road
area,  the  f i rm moved to  Penf ie ld .

S o o n  a f t e r  D o n a l d  B r o w n ' s  d e a t h  i n  1 9 6 1 ,  t h e
Penfield farm was sold and Brown Bros. Nursery went the
way of many others in the Flower City.

Another  son o f  Char les  J . ,  Le land C.  Brown,  who was
v ice-pres ident  o f  the  nursery  f i  rm and headed r l s  se€d
s u b s i d i a r y ,  n o w  l i v e s  r n  r e t i r e m e n t  o n  S u p e r r o r  R o a d ,
P e n f i e l d .  l a m  i n d e b t e d  t o  t h i s  f r i e n d l y  g e n t l e m a n  f o r
much of the data in this story.

Although Browncroft  has lost some of the f loral  and
p a r k - l i k e  e m b e l l i s h m e n t s  o f  i t s  e a r l y  y e a r s ,  t h e  b i g ,
i m p o s i n g  h o u s e s  r e m a i n  a n d  r t  i s  s t i l l  a  d i s t r n c t r v e  a n d
attract i  ve resi  dent ial  sect ion.

BROWNCROFT CRIER WRAP UP
Suggest ions  on  ar t i c les  o r  i tems o f  in te res t  can  be

submitted to Bob Genthner at 195 Newcast le Road or to
EDITOR BROWNCROFT CRIER,  P .O.Box 10127,  Rochester ,
New York  14510.  The nex t  BROWNCROFT CRIER dead l ine
is expected to be February 14th.


