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The Official Newsletter of the Browncroft Neighborhood Association

Since 1973 P.O.BOX 10127 -  ROCHESTER,  NEW YORK 14510 MAY 1988

May 18TH::::::]:::pHAPPY AruruIVERSARY
BNA,s 1sth ANNUAL MEETING

The BNA Annual Membership Meet ing and Elect ion of  Off icers wi l l  be held on

Wednesday, May 18th,

at Emmanuel Ev. Covenant Church (Fairhaven and Browncrof t )  at  7:30 pm.

The top ic  i s  "A  Centenn ia l  o f  Parks  - -  a  Growinq  Legacv" .  c i t y
Histor ian,  Ruth Rosenberg-Naparsteck wi l l  introduce and give a br ief  h istory of

the Ci ty and County parks.  Major ie Wickes, a BNA resident,  wi l l  show sl ides of

parks,  focusing on the parks designed by Olmstead.

Also that evening, the Browncrof t  Neighborhood Associat ion wi l l  be holding

i tsannual  Elect ion of  Off icersforthe 1988-89 year.  A br ief  review of  the past

year and an out look for what 's ahead wi l l  be given by our present President Walt

May. Al l  Members of  BNA in at tendance are el ig ib le to vote.

Refreshments wi l l  again be served by our Hospi ta l i ty Commit tee before and af ter

the  meet ing .

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

May 18: BNAAnnual Meeting "A Centennial  of  Parks",  at  Emmanuel Covenant Church, 7:30 pm
June 4: Annual Bed Plant ing, at  the Rose Garden



PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
-Dear Neighbors.

By  the  t ime you rece ive  th is  news le t te r ,  weather
permi t t ing ,  the  Rose Garden Spr ing  C leanup w i l l  have
t a k e n  p l a c e .  W h i l e  t h e  C i t y  c u t s  t h e  g r a s s  i t  i s  o u r
responsibi l i ty to make the bulb plant ing and care for the
rose bushes. We owe many thanks to Cassy and Hol ly
Petsos who have headed this activity for so many years as
wel l  as the neighbors who do their  share throughout the
summer  on  a  schedu le  to  wh ich  they  have commi t ted
themselves.

In connection with the above mention of many years
of service, most of our officers and committee chairpersons
have served fo r  a  number  o f  years .  We have been
unsuccess fu l  in  a t tempts  to  recru i t  a  secre tary  wh ich
invof ves pr incipal ly taking minutes of the 6 or 7 Board and
Executive Committee meetings each year. We also need a
Hospital i ty Chairperson and Committee to organize simple
refreshments at our 4 General  Meetings per year and our
Annual Hol iday Buffet.  None of these act iv i t ies alone is
very  demand ing  or  t ime consuming bu t  doub l ing  up  on
duties does present a problem.

W e  h o p e  t h a t  i n t e r e s t e d  p e r s o n s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y
relat ively new neighbors, wi l l  volunteer for the above
positions or accept tasks when requested. lt is in our best
interest to have a viable act ive associat ion. This can be
accomplished only with the part ic ipat ion of many rather
than a few.

Hope to see you at our May 18th meeting.

MAY 18th:  BNA ELECTIONS
. ELECTION OF OFFICERS

The BNA is  seek ing  nominat ions  fo r  i t s  o f f i cers ,
e s p e c i a l l y  S e c r e t a r y ,  f o r  t h e  c o m i n g  y e a r .  T h e  o n l y
qual i f icat ions are BNA Membership and a wi l l ingness to
serve .  E lec ted  o f f i cers  a re  Pres ident ,  V ice-Pres ident ,
Treasurer and Secretary. Current office holders are listed
below.

l f  you wish to make a nominat ion or volunteer for an
off ice please cal l  one of the off icers and conf irm your
nominat ion at the May 18th Meeting.

TRASH PICK.UPS
Now that the City has conducted the annual Spring

Cleanup spec ia l  p ick  up ,  th is  i s  a  reminder  to  wa i t  un t i l  the
evening before your street 's weekly pick up to place bags
of lawn cl ippings and other bulky i tems at the curb. This
w i l l  h e l p  p r e s e r v e  t h e  a t t r a c t i v e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  o u r
neighborhood.

scHool #46
.SUMMER REC PROGRAM RETURNS

Linda Reisz, President of School #46 PTA, advises that
thanks  to  the  suppor t  and ac t ion  by  a  qu ick ly  fo rmed
c o m m i t t e e ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  B r o w n c r o f t  N e i g h b o r h o o d
Associat ion, the Summer Recreat ion Program at School
#46 playground wi l l  be cont inued this summer. Without
prompt  ac t ion  by  th is  commi t tee  to  pe t i t ion  the  C i ty
Recreat ion Department this program would have been
lost.  The City had planned to divert  the funds to act iv i t ies
a t  Cobbs H i l l ,  much less  access ib le  to  ch i ld ren  f rom our
ne ighborhood.

The Summer Recreat ion Program wi l l  run at School
#46from June 27th thru August 19th, Monday thru Fr iday
f rom 9am -  12  noon and lpm -  5pm.  l t  w i l l  cons is t  o f
organized sports, games, arts and crafts and other exciting
act iv i t ies for school-aged chi ldren. More information on
registrat ion and specif ic programs wi l l  be avai lable soon.

.JUNE PICNIC
The Annual School #45 June Picnic wi l l  be on June

2nd from 5:30-8pm. There wi l l  be food, games and pony
rides for the #45 Neighborhood.

NEAD'S TOOL LIBRARY CLOSES
NEAD'S Tool Lending Library wi l l  be forced to close on

May 25th due to lack of insurance. NEAD would appreciate
members returning any borrowed tools pr ior to this date.

N E A D ,  a l o n g  w i t h  o t h e r  c i t y  t o o l  l i b r a r i e s  a r e
researching possible insurance carr iers.
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STRE ETLIG HTS
A meet rng  be tween Tr i -Ne ighborhood St ree t l igh t

Coal i t ion representat ives and the City Engineer took place
on March  30 th  a t  C i ty  Ha l l .  There  had been two pr io r
meetings in August 1987 and October 1987 organized to
open discussions between the City and neighborhoods to
b e g i n  t h e  p l a n n i n g  a n d  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e
reproduct ion concrete system for our neighborhoods.
However,  at  the October meeting, in which neighbors
were expect ing to receive some prel iminary plans and cost
proposals to review, the city requested, instead, that we
reconsider the opt ion to retain the exist ing system. They
believed that currently RG&E would be better able to offer
reasonable rates because they are not burdened with
maintenance of a city-wide system and have spare parts
from the dismantled system. This proposal was viewed as a
set back, as neighbors have waited patiently for three years
for this streetlight project to begin. From discussions with
George Stam, City Engineer and Carol  Manes, Street l ight
Coordinator, it is clear to the neighborhood reps that the
current ci ty staff  is uncomfortable with the commitment
which they inheri ted from City Counci l ,  Douglas Zeft ing,
former City Engineer who died in the 10K race last year,
and former City Manager Peter Korn who was replaced by
the strong mayor referendum.

The purpose of the March 30th meeting was to listen
to the neighborhoods'  concerns regarding this proposal
before opening discussions with RG&E for purposes of
request ing a cost est imate. The neighborhoods'  many
concerns included: 1.fhe exist ing system is in poor repair
due to RG&E's benign neglect,  with the ci ty 's consent,  s ince
1 9 8 3  w h e n  i t  w a s  d e c i d e d  t o  r e p l a c e  r e s i d e n t i a l
streetlighting. 2. Replacement of inconsistent fixtures must
be guaranteed, such as steel commercial  davi t  poles. 3.
Opting to retain the old system st i l l  carr ies with i t  the
disadvantages enumerated to the neighborhoods by the
city when instituting the city-owned residential streetlight
program. Specif ical ly,  there is no control  over RG&E rental  /
maintenance charges. 4. There are streets in the City which
have retained the exist ing RG&E owned f ixtures /  c ircui ts
(unique fixtures) without being assessed a special tax.

The Tri-Neighborhood Street l ight Coal i t ion wi l l  wait
for word from the City regarding the success of their
discussions with RG&E in negot iat ing a way of retaining
the exist ing system which is an answer to the con(erns
listed above. However, we reserve the right to remain with
the option residents chose by petition in December 1984;
and expect the City to cont inue to draft  a proposal to
submit for the neighborhoods to compare.

l f  you would l ike to learn more or,  as a new resident,
need background information about this issue, contact
Cassy Petsos at 288-0955.

BEAUTIFICATION
Spring Clean-up in the Browncroft  Rose Garden was

rained out on Apri l  23rd and i t  is hoped that by publ icat ion
t ime of this newsletter i t  would have taken place on Apri l
30th. The next important scheduled work party wi l l  be
annua l  bed p lan t ing  June 4 th .  As  a lways  vo lun teers  a re
very needed and great ly appreciated.

Volunteers are also needed to plant annuals at Elm /
Win ton  /  Merchants  t r iang le .  Th is  a t t rac t i ve  l i t t le  g reen
space,  wh ich  bu f fe rs  the  res ident ia l  d is t r i c t  f rom the
commercial  distr ict ,  has received care and attent ion from
s e v e r a l  r e s i d e n t s  f r o m  t h e  a r e a ,  i n c l u d i n g  S h a r i
B loemendaa l  and Margare t  R ich ter  who have p lan ted
annuals in past years purchased by the BNA in coordinat ion
with var iet ies planted in the Browncroft  Rose Garden. This
is an opportunity for Elmcroft  area residents to part ic ipate
in maintaining this smal l  yet strategic neighborhood park.
Al l  residents should keep a look out for the spr ing show in
th is  park  when p ink  cher ry  t rees ,  tu l ips  and hyac in ths
blo:som.

HILLAND B. KNAPP TO BE HONORED
A group o f  c i t y  employees ,  spear  headed by  T im

O'Connel l  are honoring their  f r iend and col league (and
o u r  n e i g h b o r )  H i l l a n d  K n a p p  w h o  r e t i r e d  t h i s  p a s t
February as Director of the Bureau of Parks. On Arbor Day,
they wi l l  p lant t rees in the Browncroft  Rose Garden as a
re t i rement  g i f t  to  Mr .  Knapp.  The BNA wou ld  l i ke  to
extend its thanks and best wishes to Mr. Knapp who has
been a highly appreciated City Forester and Director of
Parks always sensit ive to this neighbor 's concern and love
for its trees.

-Cassy Petsos

LIBRARY PROGRAM
Bern ice  P lummer  w i l l  d iscuss  "The Much Mal igned

Octopus and i ts Cousin the Paper Naut i lus" at the Winton
Branch Library, May 5th at 1pm sponsored by The Shel l
Col lectors Club.

A Trave log  on  Hawai i  w i l l  be  he ld  May 3  a t  10 :30am
at the Winton Branch Library.



I

NEAD / PAC-TAC (Goodman -Hishland)
FOURTH ANNUAL BOWL . A - THON

Bowlerc (police, NEAD Staff, residents, PAC-TACers,
and YOU) come together on Saturday, June 4th at I  1:00 at
LADD's (873 Merchants Road) for a few hours of bowling
and fun. Prior to the event, bowlers obtain PLEDGES of a
penny or two a pin bowled or a flat donation from friends,
neighbors and co-workers. After the event, bowleri collect
their  PLEDGES and return the money to the NEAD Off ice to
support the activities of NEAD and the PAC-TAC Aroups of
the Goodman and Highland Pol ice Sect ions.

The proceeds from the event are equal ly div ided
between NEAD and the  two PAC-TAC Groups f rom
Goodman and Highland Pol ice Sect ions. Last year PLEDGES
supported: General  NEAD act iv i t ies, Thanksgiving Food
Baskets for needy area residents, volunteer recognit ion,
a n d  m a i l i n g  t o  P A C - T A C  v o l u n t e e r s  t o  k e e p  t h e
communicat ion chai n going.

PAC-TAC is alive and well in BNA. Patrols are out most
tuesdays thru Fridays from 7 - 10 pm. Presently the area
patrol led is south of Browncroft .  PAC-TAC stands for
Pol ice- And-Cit izens-Together-Against-Cri  me. PAC-TAC
v o l u n t e e r s  a r e  t r a i n e d  b y  t h e  R P D  t o  p a t r o l  t h e i r
neighborhood and to report any suspicious activity to the
pat ro l  o f f i cers  by  u t i l i z ing  a  po l i ce  rad io .  PAC-TAC
volunteers patrol  in pairs and are non-confrontat ional.
They act as the eyes and ears for the Police. They are your
fr iends and neighbors who give their  t ime to make our
ne ighborhoods a  sa fer  p lace  to  l i ve  and work .  They
p r o m o t e  n e i g h b o r h o o d  c o h e s i v e n e s s  a n d  a s s i s t  i n
neighborhood act iv i t ies. For more information contact
Officer John Heaney, Highland Section 428-7252 or Mary
Condon, NEAD 482-7320.

ELLISON PARK
A publ ic hearing was held March 31 to announce the

i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  n e a r  t e r m  i m p r o v e m e n t s  t o  b e
commenced in the 1988 season in Ellison Park. Cassy Petsos
f r o m  B N A  s e r v e d  a s  a  m e m b e r  o n  t h e  M a s t e r  P l a n
Subcommi t tee  represent ing  NEAD.  There  w i l l  be  four
b r i d g e s  r e p l a c e d  i n  1 9 8 8 .  A l s o  d i s c u s s e d  w e r e
improvements to take place in 1990, many of which were
plans that have been altered from those drawn up in The
El l i son  Master  P lan  o f  1986,  regard ing  the  proposed
placement of 3 new parking lots and changes to the Parks
roads south of Blossom Road. These changes were wel l
received by Cassy, as they reflected a greater sensitivity to
the esthet ics of the Park and recommendations of the
s u b c o m m i t t e e  i n  t h a t  t h e y  i n c o r p o r a t e d  e x t e n s i v e
landscaprng as wel l  as a concern for ensuring that the creek
side trai ls provide an enhanced experience for hikers and
picnickers. The f i rm of Environmental  Design and Research,
P.C. and LaBel la Associates, P.C. are responsible for this
upgrading of the draft Master Plan developed by Kotz and
Schneider and the Monroe County Parks Department.

WE GET NO RESPECT!
Have you received in your GRC Bi l l  a f lyer descr ibing

the "GRC Channel 33 Rochester Real Estate Network,,?

Have you not iced the mock up of a TV screen to
demonstrate the typical  information that is orovided?

It  shows a beaut i ful  winter scene of a home labeled
N-W GREECE, by XYZ Real i ty,  3 bdm./2 Bath, 2400 sq f t .
Formal Liv ing /  Dining Rm., screened Pat io?

fhere is one problem - the house is actual ly located in
tne clTY - in BROWNCROFT - on Croydon Roadl

ldo hope they do better with the real thing!
---  The Editor.

BROWNCROFT CRIER WRAP UP
Suggest ions on art ic les or i tems of interest can be

submitted to Bob Genthner at 195 Newcastle Road or to
EDITOR BROWNCROFT CRIER, P.O. Box 10127, Rochester,
New York 14610. The next BROWNCROFT CRTER dead l ine
is expected to be AUG 17th.


