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Gaslight Lane: orchard to cul-de-sac
(With a stop at the NYS Supreme Court)

Introduction
In 1973, the Browncroft-Merchants Neighborhood Association (BMNA) was formed
after successfullychallengingthe excessivelyhigh volume of truck traffic on Browncroft Blvd.
This designatedtruck route for the eastsideentrance to the city directed commercial trucks to
transversethrough the Browncrofl/Merchants residential corridor from Interstate 590 and points
east. The removal of the truck designationand the installing of 3-ton limit signs were celebrated
by those many neighbors involved from the 2 largesttracts of the area,Browncroft and Elmcroft,
along with the several smaller tracts between Browncroft Blvd. and Merchants Road. This latter
triangle was actually used as the association'sfirst logo. The residentsrecognizedthe need to
remain organizedto help preservethe quality of life in the Browncroft neighborhood.
Over the next severalyears,the associationstrengthenedand also bondedclosely with the
neighborhood school - #46 and its PTA. Through that relationship, residents from a new
residential tract that started building in 1968 on long vacant city owned land lying between
Newcastle Road and FairhavenRoad becameactive in the activities of BMNA. Gaslight Larre,a
cul-de-sacof 27 housesoff BlossomRoad,was "officially" recognizedwith severalother streets
off Blossom in 1978with inclusion in the new Constitution/Bylawsand the successorrenaming
into the Browncroft Neighborhood Association (BNA). The association'sname was shortenedto
remove any confusion as being a merchant's associationand to recognizethe cohesivenessof the
area.
From Elmcroft to Blossom, the Browncroft neighborhoodhas had a long and storied
history. Its history has been documentedand written about through numerous outlets over many
decades.This includes the BNA History Committee's 1984 publication of "A History of The
Browncroft Area" for the Sesquicentennialhistory project of the City of Rochester. Strangely,
the booklet contained only 1 sentenceabout Gaslight Lane, then a member street, and made no
mention in its Appendix I "Gleaningsfrom someearly Land Title Records"of Township Lot 11
upon which a portion Gaslight Lane now sits. Until 1954, it was in Brighton abutting the east
city limit and is half of a 15 acre land parcel which had a little remembered impact on
Rrowncroft.

Chapter I
- 1870to 1968
By Bob Genthner,BNA History Committee
Gaslight Lane and the easterngrounds of School #46 occupy 15 acre of land, stretching
from Blossom Road north to within 50-60 feet south of Dorchester Road, and was acquired by
Michael and ReginaGunkler on Feb. 13, 1871from Henry Starrand his wife. It was identified as
part of Brighton Township Lot 11. Accessibleonly from BlossomRoad in the Town of Brighton
on the south and was land locked on the 3 other sides by other property owners. By the tum of
the lgth century, it was surroundedby Brown Brothers to the west (presentNewcastle Road), to
the north by att equal width parcel of 10 acresowned by Jamesand JosephPalmer; both of which
sharedthe east border with 36-114acres of George E. Howes. Together they stretchedfrom
Blossom Road to what then was known as Universiry Avenue (Browncroft Blvd.).
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On March 19, 1898,lo acreof the parcel was sold to GeorgeC. Gunkler ($200). The lot
size was 165 x 66 feet at the SW comer along BlossomRoad.
Louis and Mary Melens of Brighton purchasedthe remaining 14-314acreparcelof prime
farm land on Dec. 9, 1903 ($5,300). Initially it was used as a truck farm and eventually was
turnedinto an Orchard.It remainedin the Melens' family till 1953.
Louis Melens was born on Sept. 12, 1868 in Maldegem, Bulgium. His wife Mary D.
Melens was born about 1870in Belgium. They cameto America aboardthe ship Teutonicout of
Liverpool and settledin Shortsville,NY in 1891.They had I son namedJulius born on Dec 23,
1892.
In the City expansionsof 1905and 1914,City annexationstoppedat the westernedgeof
their property and they remained part of the Town of Brighton. By 1918, this land locked
property was surroundedon all 3 sides by property acquired by Charles Brown and the Brown
Brothers,Co. and destinedfor housingdevelopment.
Directly opposite their truck farm on Blossom Road was constructeda huge Gas storage
tank. It was owned by the RochesterElectric Light Company which was organizedin 1880 as the
successorto the RochesterGas Light Companywhich had beenfoundedon May 18, 1848.Then
through almost 40 years of mergers and consolidations,the company came to its name as the
RochesterGas and Electric Corp.
In 1917, the Melens' built their new home at 1254 BlossomRoad. It sits at the centerof
the farm frontage on Blossom Road. It was a 2,036 sq. ft. two-story structure. The house to the
west at 1238 Blossom Road was built in 1920 and was the home of their son Julius and his
family. This two story housewas smallerat 1,280sq. ft. Julius and his wife Elizabethhad a son
namedRaymondJulius Melens.
On Jan. 14, 1921,the City of Rochesterpurchased3.484 acresof land (Figure #l-1) for
$24,500from Brown Brothers,Co. The parcelran from DorchesterRoad south along Newcastle
Road for 700 feet and at a width of 202.59 feet to the easternCitv limit for construction of the
plannedSchool46.
Three days later on Jan. 17,192I, a small 0.153 acre lot (Figure #l-2) along Dorchester
Road adjacent to the Newcastle purchaseand lying totally in Brighton was bought by the City
from Brown Brothers,Co. for $1,012.This propertywas seennecessaryfor greenspacefronting
the School 46 building then planned to stretch into Brighton. The odd shapedproperty was only
about 50 ft. deep on the west and 61 ft. deep on the east from Dorchester before reaching the
Melens' property to the south. The balance of the property east to Fairhaven along Dorchester
was part of the Browncroft Extension and remainedowned by Brown Brothers, Co.
The Melens' farm in 1924 was surrounded on 3 of its sides by large portions of the
Browncroft and Browncroft Extension Tracts. The farm's only transportation route in/out
remained through its frontage on Blossom Road. In the late 1920's the City of Rochester
expanded its property needs for School #46 and set its sight on the 3 northern acres of the
Melens' orchard residing in Brighton and adjacenton the eastto its Newcastle Road site.
A school budget crisis in 1929 causeda proposal to delay constructionof 46, but the
argument of the serious over crowding at School 28 prevailed and the plans continued. At the
Nov. 1929Board of Educationmeeting,the resolutionfor School46 to bearthe nameof Charles
Carroll, one of the three original owners of the "One Hundred Acre Traet", was approved.
In 1930the City soughtto buy 3 additionalacresrequiredby School 46 which were part
ot the Melens tarm's 14-314acresand which residedentirely in Brighton. According to school

GaslightLane 3ll2ll2
authorities, the owner first agreed to sell the 3 acres at $5,000 per acre, but then changed his
mind and refusedto sell less than the entire farm of 14-314acres.CharlesCanoll School had
been officially on the building program of the Board of Education since 1922 and pushed rather
actively for at least five to six years. The congestion and the consequentneed for portables at
Hendrik Hudson School 28 would end since School 46 was designedto relieve 28. Until 1931,
there had been no chanceto build it becausethere had been no money available.Negotiations
with Louis Melenscontinuedthroughthe springof 1931.
The City Council at the requestof the Board of Educationon March 30, 1931 adopteda
resolution by a vote of 6 to 2 authorizing the appointment of a condemnation commission to
acquire the 3 acres and force the hand of the land owner. Councilman Nelsen A. Miloe and
Joseph L. Guzzettavoted against the resolution at the time, arguing that it was unnecessaryto
build a school partly outside the city limits and thereby invite the attendancefrom so-called free
schooldistricts.
On April 30, 1931, contractsaggregating5233,406.99for the constructionof No. 46
School in Browncroft were expectedto be let by the Board of Education. Original plans were for
a brick building with a cast stone trim, and that was to be the construction approved.There was
an alternative bid, if natural stonewas substitutedfor brick and cast stone trim and it would cost
the city an additional$16,013for exterioromamentationif this altemativeis used.
The Board of Educationon May 15, 1931,rejectedall bids receivedfor the construction
of the proposedCharles Carroll School #46,because it had not been able without condemnation
proceedingscompletedto acquiretitle to the 3 acresof land extending beyond city limits. At this
point, changesin the plans and specihcation from the proposed building were made so that it
would be erectedupon and wholly within the city. Condemnationproceedingsauthorizedby City
Council had begun and were at that time on appeal.New bids were called for, revised plans and
specificationswere ready in a week, and awardedon June 4th.School construction was begun in
the summerof 1931at the cornerof Dorchesterand NewcastleRoads.
The Melens' challengedthe condemnationorder. In bringing the matter to the Supreme
Court, the owner urged that the adoption of the city ordinance was not in conformity with the
City Charter. They also arguedthat it violated the 14tnAmendment of the US Constitution in that
the ordinancewas approvedwithout notice to the owners and without a public hearing.
On July 12, 1932 the condemnation proceedings that were instituted by the City of
Rochester to acquire land outside its territorial limits in the Town of Brighton for school
purposeswas dismissedby SupremeCourt JusticeWillis K. Gillette. The ruling was regardedby
attorneys as of statewide importanceand representedpeculiar problems for the RochesterBoard
of Education.
"This is an unusualproceedingand I can
JusticeGillette statedin his formal decision,
frnd no case where a city has heretofore sought to condemn property outside of its territorial
limits for school purposesor for any other purpose except for water supply, water mains, sewer,
etc. for which specific purposespower has been grantedin the city charter."
The Judge ruled that the authority of the city to take private property for school purposes
must be expressly conferred. He found no authority for the Common Council of the City of
Rochesterto legislate in such a manner and to affect lands beyond the territorial limits of the city
outside the expressprovisions in the charter already referred to. He also referred to a section of
the Educational Law reading, "No school houseshall be built or standon the division line of any
two towns".
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Justice Gillette also pointed out that under the provisions of the Educational Law certain
properties, such as gardensand orchards or any part there of in existencefor I year prior to the
beginning of condemnation proceedingscan not be acquired for school purposes without the
consentof the owner. That provision,he said seemsto be controlling in the casein question.He
declined the constitutional question. The Judge granted that condemnation proceedings were
dismissedwith $10 cost to the owners.Appeals from the decisionmay have been taken to the
AppellateDivision.
School officials said that although the Brighton land is necessaryfor expansionof the
new school; the building as now laid out is a unit and is large enough to care for presentneeds.
The school was designed as an L-shaped building with two wings, one facing Newcastle Road
and the other on the Melens' property. The assemblyhall and gymnasium was to be partly inside
the city and partly in the Brighton territory. The assemblyhall had been built with a temporary
cinder-block wall "exactly on the city line" in the anticipation that the desired land may be
acquired at a future time and making possible its enlargement.The school opened in September
1932 at approximately 2l3rds the size called for in its original plans.
Besidesbeing assessed$67 costs in the action, the City of Rochestermust pay a penalty
of $750 for instituting condemnationproceedingsto acquire land for school purposesoutside its
territorial limits. By condemnationlaw and the civil practice act, the $750 allowance was based
on 5%oof the value of the propertyinvolved (i.e. $15,000).
CharlesCanoll School#46 openedin September1932.A full day of dedicatedceremony
was held on Sunday November 20th. Miss Alice A. Hughes, former vice-principal at Andrews
School#9, was the initial principal at No. 46.
Seventeen(17) yearslater on January14,1949, Louis and Mary Melens conveyedthe 14314 acreproperty to their son, Julius. On January30, 1950 Mary Melens passedaway and the
following year Louis Melensdied on October4, 1957.
The Browncroft Realty, Inc., which was dissolved on May 9, 1946, through the signature
of the lone surviving Director, Edward J. Meyer, conveyedon Dec 19, l95l for $1 to the City of
Rochesterthe vacant strip (Figure #l-3) of land fronting Dorchesterbetweenthe school property
that was acquired rn l92l from Brown Brothers and the Browncroft Extension property (i.e. Lot
628) to the east on DorchesterRoad and bordering the northem Melens property line. A month
later on Jan. 10, 1952 an identical $1 transfer from the Brown Brothers, Co this time to the City
for the sameproperty (Figure #1-3) completedthe sale.This double action was necessaryto clear
the land title of any legal confusion of ownership. The Brown Brothers Co. had included this
piece of land in a June 9, 1930 transfer by warranty deedto the Browncroft Reality Corp.
On February27, 1953,the Board of Educationacceptedthe offer of Julius J. Melens to
sell his property. On June 10, 1953, Julius and his wife Elizabeth L. Melens conveyedto the
Board of Education of the City of Rochester12.80 acres of their property (Figure #I-4) for
$35,000. The City at the time took no immediate action to expand the school or improve the
property for school use.
Having finally acquired after 25 years,not just the 3 acresthey originally sought, but the
full Melens' parcel that Louis always insisted on selling and which resided in the Town of
Brighton south of Dorchester Road to within 250 Ft of Blossom Road from the Browncroft
Reality, Inc., Brown Brothers,Co. and Julius Melens,the City of Rochesterwas able in 1954to
legislatethe annexation(Figure#l-5) of the 14.88acrepropertyfrom Brighton.
The former Melens' property remainedvacant and unusedby the school while the former
orchard stayedover grown for many yearsthereafter.
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In 1955,the Melens tract along Blossom Road betweenNewcastleRoad and Fairhaven
Road had 2 new houses(1260, 1270) built just to the east of original Melens homesteads(i.e.
1238.1254\.
Plans were formulatedin the 1950's for the constructionof the Outer Loop (SeaBreeze
Expressway).In 1959the Public Works of NYS acquiredabout 14 ft of property depth along the
north line of Blossom Road for highway purposesfrom the Melens tract property in Brighton.
During the late 1950'searly 1960's,Alaimo Builders,headedby JamesAlaimo, was very
active on the city eastsideand suburbsin home construction.The housing demand was still very
strong after the World War II and Korean conflicts. Alaimo's interest in developing available
vacant land with housing led to the commencing of the initial planning proposalsfor the former
Melens' orchard property and on June 6, 196l a map by Carmichael and Muerb was filed with
the city describing a new tract on the city property with the designatedlots 1 to 27 inclusive.
On Monday, April 24, 1963 around 5:30 AM School 46 was damagedextensivelyby a
5100,000 fire. Flames were confined to the combination gymnasium-auditorium,but several
classroomssuffered smoke and water damage.None.of the about 400 studentsand school staff
was injured. The Schoolreopenedon Friday April26tn. Fire officials said evidenceindicatedthat
someonehad broken into the two-story, brick building and set fire to papers and curtains in the
auditorium.
School#46 was expandedin 1964-65to completethe original plans.All effort was made
to conform to the architectureenvisionedin 1931. The original points where the "temporary"
wall stopped at the city line can still be seentoday by sighting the difference in brick and roof
shingles that indicate the end of the original structure. The retaining wall along the basketball
court is the eastend of the original property along the old City/Brighton border.
On March 23,1967 Asta Builders and Developers,Inc. was incorporatednaming James
V. Alaimo as Treasurer.Then on Dec. ll,1967, Asta Builders and Developers,Inc. purchased
for $39,0007.4 acresof land from the City of Rochester.(Figure #1-6) A month later on Jan. 9,
1968,Asta acquiredfrom First FederalSavingsand Load, a $106,700mortgagefor Lots I to 27
of its new Asta Subdivisionoff BlossomRoad.The only road in the subdivisionleadingto a culde-sacwas namedPriedeauxPark. Two building permitswere acquiredon June27,1968. James
Alaimo was listed as residing on Towpath Lane and the two homes were shown at #30 and #38
PriedeauxPark at $15,000and $17,500respectively.
Around 1970,the PriedeauxPark streetresidentsfell out of favor with the street'sname
and petitioned the city to have the streetrenamedto Gaslight Lane.
Property Assessmentrecords indicate that #38 Gaslight Lane, a split level, was the first
housebuilt in 1968.The raisedranch built later next door at#46 was eventuallyforeclosedupon
and fell into severedisrepair. The property was subsequentlybought by the owners of #38 and
demolished. They then extended their own home with a new wing to the north. Today #38 is
listed as the only double lot wide on Gaslight Lane.
This was followed by #15 and#21. Dr. StephenAlaimo, brotherof tract developerJames
Alaimo, lived at #2l.The year 1968alsobrought#3,#29 and #30. Building stoppedfor 2 years
until 1970when t houseswent up at #8, #22, #37, #45, #94, #95, #103, #104, and #111. The
year l971saw 9 moreat #53,#54,#61,#62,#70,#71,#77,#86,and#116
The tractwas finally
completedin 1973with the building of #78 and #85.
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Chapter II
- Truct Development 1967 to 1973 - A neighbor's recollection
By Terry Speck,15 GaslightLane
(Editor Note: Terry's family moved onto NewcastleRoad in the fall of 1960 and in October 1968they moved to 15
Gaslight Lane. After collegeand a brief time living on the Westside,Terry moved back to GaslightLane in 1982.)

The streetwas simply a city owned vacantlot, with accessoff of Blossom as it is today.
The "field" as it was called extended all the way to Dorchester. After the fire in the gym of
School 46 in 1963, the city used part of the land for reconstruction.The gym was enlarged, an
Eastern wing built and the playground, parking lot and athletic fields were developed. The
cement wall west of the rear basketball court is a vestige of the divider between former vacant
land and school property. This actually extended north, behind the gym, to just short of the
outbuilding. A chain link fence was installed at the Southem border of the school property,
existingtoday.
The 1963fire at School46 happenedat approximately5 to 6 AM. That's why there were
no injuries! I remember my dad waking me up after all the RDF trucks cam roaring down
Newcastle to watch the firefight. Later on in the moming the kids helped the crews roll up
hundredsof feet of hose. and of coursewe were elated of the fact that there'd be no school for a
few days. The arsonistalso set a smaller fire at School 28 aroundthe sametime in 1963 ands
servedtime for hoth crimes.
The house at #1 Gaslight Lane stands on the northern part of the backyard of 1238
BlossomRoad.In the mid-70's this Brighton parcelwas sold and the home constructed.
Prior to the 1968 constructionof #3 Gaslight Lane, the city owned lot was a dumping
ground for sidewalk slabsthe DPW had replacedaround the eastside.Due to the haphazardarray
the areawas a playground in itself for the neighborhoodkids. Many a fort was dug in and around
this area and of course if a new washer or refrigerator was delivered nearby the packaging box
soon was incorporatedin any plan.
Where #53 and #54 now exist, a row of 5 to 6 cherry trees stood, perpendicularto the
current roadway. An old, decrepit oak stood approximately where #53 Gaslight is now. These
were most likely the plantings on the prior orchard acreageand were the only items left on the
plot of land. The cherry trees were great to climb and led to many a sore stomachwhen the fruit
cameinto season.
In late 1967Asta Developersboughtthe land and constructionbegan.As the streetaccess
was in Brighton, sewers,water and streetlight lines came in off of Newcastle. They ran behind
the tennis courts and made a 90 degreeturn, south, near the fence gate, ending at the Southem
most end of the new road. The gate was installedbetween#111 and #l 16 to allow kids to get to
46 without a long walk around. The city did not want to allow the easementfor a sidewalk and
the land was simply split betweenthe 2 homes,with the gate forever locked closed.
While bulldozing the topsoil away,a deep gougein the land was formed, roughly where
#71, #77 and #85 are now. With heavy fall rains, this area would flood and the result was a
skating rink for the kids. This existed for some 4 years until the aforementionedhomes were
constructedin 1971.
When word of this new street got out, the city zoning hearings drew the interest of a
group of nuns from the Mercy Motherhouse. The road needed a name and they proposed
honoring a former Priest who had worked in the area hundreds of years ago. Hence Father
Priedeauxwas honored with the orisinal streetname of PriedeauxPark.
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Homes at #3, #15, #2I, #30 and #38 were the first to be built and occupied.The two
homes flanking the cul-de-sacwent up next. In late 1968 and 1969 there were neither 911, nor
computer aided dispatching for emergencyservicesand actually each agency had its own 7 digit
phone number and to convey a proper spelling of the Priedeauxstreetname becameimpossible.
Compoundingpossibleemergencies,the post office, pizza deliverymenand almost every store
that deliveredcould neverget it right. In light of this, a small group of neighborsrequestedof the
city that a changebe made;a simplificationif you will.
At this time a huge RochesterGas and Electric gas storagetank still existed across
BlossomRoad from the street.Also consideredwas the style of "gaslight looking" streetlightsas
we still havetoday. In light of all this, GaslightLane was born.
Due to the economy even in the late 60's the original developer pulled out and it was
months for a secondcontractorto begin again.He built numbers#8 and #22 andmore on the culde-sac, before he went bankrupt. Finally a third developer entered the picture to complete the
homes in the middle, with final constructiondone in the early Seventies,completing the street as
it is todav.
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FIGURE #1
Brown Brothers.Co. to City of Rochester- 3.484acres
January14. l92l; $24,500;Liber 1115,Paee493.

Brown Brothers,Co. to City of Rochester- 0.152 acres
J a n u a r yl l , 1 9 2 l ; $ 1 , 0 1 2L; i b e r1 1 0 6 P
, a g e9 5 .

Browncroft Reality, Inc. to City of Rochester- 0.30 acres
D e c e m b e1r 9 ,1 9 5 1 ;$ 1 . 0 0 L
; i b e r2 7 2 7 . P a s e 7 3 4 .
Brown Brothers,Co. to City of Rochester- 0.30 cacres
January10,7952:$1.00;Liber 2734,Page338.

* 12.80acres
JuliusMelensto City of Rochester
June10. 1953;$35,000;Liber 2831.Pase220.

o

Annexationof 1954includedpropertiesof 2 + 3 + 4 above.
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City of Rochesterto Asta Buildersand Developers,Inc. - 7.4 acres
Decemberll,1967,#39,200: Liber 3836,Pase491.
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