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BNA Executive BNA Annual Membership Meeting
‘Committee

Oficers: Monday, May 17th

Vice-President St. John the Evangelist Church Hall
Cassy Petsos (553 Humboldt Street near Winton Road).

Secretary -Parking inthe rear of the church; enter off either Humboldt or Floverton Streets.
Jayme Hurwitz - Enterthe Churchatthe parking lotdoors.

Treasurer - The Hallisdown sstairs (left) and is handicapped accessible by elevator (right).

JimVVanMeenen
Guest Speakers:

District Reps:

Elm Peter Saxe, South East Quadrant’s Neighborhood Service
ChrisGaudieri Center (NSC) Administrator
Corwin along withteam members Peter Siegrist, Sr CityPreservation Planner and
Holly Petsos RPD Lt. Korey Brown
Croydon
AnnChew Topic: “NSC-Everything Browncroft-101”
Peteand the Quadrantteam are akey enhancement of the Department of Neigh-
BNA Voicemail: borhood and Business Development (NBD), created July 1,2009. These cross-
234-0160 functional teamswere envisioned asahighly effective conduit for providing results-
orientedand cost-effective city servicesinaseamless, customer friendly manner.
Inside This Issue Petewill look atthe impact of the SE Quadrant’s Strategic Plan to Browncroft;
what NSC does and can do for Browncroft; and what Browncroft can do for the NSC
President'sMessage regarding planning/participation both within Browncroftand the larger Sector 8.
Homefor A Lifetime Brian Liberti, City Forester
Aroundthe Area: Mr. Libertiis Rochester’snew City Forester, and has familiarized himselfwith the
. Browncroftneighborhood. He will be onhand to discussthe city’s forestry programs,
Crime Update and howthey can relate toneighborhood initiativesto preserve thetree lawnsinan
. existing historic landscape.
Wisteria
: Join us also for:
Zoning Electionof Officers
o BrowncroftHistory displays
Beautification Committee Reports

. Refreshmentswithyourneighbors
BNATwitters




Fromthe
BNA President ....

FromthePresident...

Withyourapproval atthe
Annual MeetingonMay 17th, the
presentleadershipteamwill continue
intothe 2010-11term. Nominations
forthiscomingyearare: President-
Bob Genthner, Vice-President-
Cassy Petsos, Treasurer - Jim
VanMeenen, and Secretary - Jayme
Hurwitz.

Thisleadershipteamwill
supportthe policiesanddirections of
the Board of Directors, consisting of
the Officers, Representatives from
eachstreetand BNA Committees
Chairsinmeetingourassociation’s
purpose asstated inour Bylaws.

Asweall know, we, asan organi-
zation, lack the binding legal authority
ofaneighborhood home owners
association (HOA)withits landscap-
ingand property maintenance cov-
enants, lackingalsothe powertofine
and collectmandatory monthly
assessmentsthatare inplace inmany
other states.

InRochester,andinparticularto
Browncroft, thisrequiresBNAto
partner respectivelywith our neigh-
borsand members, develop peer-to-
peer relationships, work with other
associations, agencies,andall levels of
government, primarily the City of
Rochester, toaccomplishany estab-
lishmentorrefinementof*“rules”and
seek the necessary outside enforce-
mentfromauthoritiesthatallowsusas
acommunity tomaintainourresidential
character, curbappeal, property
values,andourcity living lifestyle. As
anassociationwe providethrough
multiplecommunicationavenuesa
sense of community, andaconsistent
conduitforitsvolunteers; focusingon
our needsboth presentand future.

Inthiscomingyear, wewill con-
tinueinthis“Live-Browncroft” effort

BROWNCROFT-HOME FOR A
LIFETIME

Home For A Lifetime Safety Tips seminar held March 18th provided neighborhood attendees
with many useful tools to ensure a safe home environment with the help of the Jewish

Community Center.

Many thanksto those who have
returnedtheir Home Maintenance
surveysforthe recommendationsand
wellannotatedentries. Thisinforma-
tionwill serve uswellaswestriveto
remaininour homes, maintainthe
quality of our Browncroft residences
and neighborhood.

Please, ifyouhave nothadthe
opportunity toreturnyoursurvey, do
completeitandsenditto
info@browncroftna.orgorreturnit
toBNANORC Survey PO Box
14610. Ifyouneedanothersurvey
feelfreetocontact AnnD.
Weintraub at482-8662.

Much appreciationto Jerry
Graveswho vetted the recom-
mended home maintenance provid-
ersonthe Better Business Bureau's
website. Kudosto Bob Genther for
putting the iHome Maintenance
Provider recommendationsonthe
website.

Attheendof May 2010 youwill
findtheinformationonrecommended
home maintenance providersonthe
BNAwebsite atbrowncroftna.org

Continuetosendadditional recommen-
dationseither by e-mail or snail mail.
Wewillkeepanongoing, updated list
onthewebsite.

Inaddition, aprintcopy ofthe
informationwillbeavailablefrom Ann
D. Weintraub 482-8662 or Joyce
McAndrew, 288- 8551 for neighbors
whodonothave e-mail access.
Arrangementswill be madetoalso have
printcopiesoftheinformationatthe
WintonBranch Libraryandthe Winton
Village Office.

Wehopethatyouwill find this
Browncroft- HomeforaLifetime
projecthelpful.andthatyouwill
continuetohelpusmake quality
additionsof providers.

Your Browncroft-Home For A
Lifetime Committee

SN,




Around the Neighborhood

NORTHWINTON VILLAGE NEIGHBORHOOD
ASSOCIATION

NWVA helditsannual meetingon Monday April 19that
the Browncroft Baptist Church. Officerswereelected. Mayor
Robert Duffy and Chief David Moore were the main speakers.
Several City Council membersalsoattended, asdid City
Departmentheadsand Sector Crime Prevention Officers.
Everyone heard about the many accomplishments of the past
yearand projectsthatare ongoing.

The organization hasbeen meeting regularly toaddress public safety and code
violationissues. Much progress has been madetoturn problem properties
around. Liter hasbeen cleaned upand several businesses have joined the effort to
secure grantsforthe East Main corridor.

The newest grant proposal for East Main Street is for $500,000 from New
York State Housing Trust Fund. BNA provided NWVNAwitha letter of
supporttoattachtotheirgrantapplicationas projectimprovementstothe nearby
commercial districtwould have positive affects for the BNA neighborhood.

Thestreetlight projectintheareaof North Winton Village isalmostcom-
pleted and work isbeing done to repair and place some North Winton Village
signs.

Several neighborsareworking onthe Linear Park between Mayfield Street
and E. Main Street. (Seearticle below.) Thereare plansto construct raised
flowerbedsandtogrow herbsthere. Therearealsoplansto putlighting inthe
LinearParkandthe Gazebo Park at ElImand Winton.

North Winton’sflower sale is Saturday May 8that the corner of
Humboldt Streetand Winton Road. The money raised will help pay for plants for
the 100 flower potsand 17 gardensthroughoutthe neighborhood.

Lastly theissue of congested parking inthe block of Winton Road between
Atlantic Avenue and Main Street is being addressed by acommittee.

Reported by Holly Petsos

NORTHWINTON VILLAGE NALINEAR PARK

Our Linear Park islooking beautiful inthe North Winton Village Neighbor-
hood! Thankstoourneighborhood volunteersandthe City of Rochester, the
United Way, The Petco Foundation, and the Center for Y outh Services. Stop at
the park and enjoy the beautiful flowers in seasonandthe path forwalkingand
bike running. The park hasbecome awonderful stop for our dog friendsinthe
neighborhood. Weall enjoy the greenspace andthey dotoo!!! Wewantto keep
LinearParkasourneighborhood Green Space. Please help us supportthe Linear
Park located between East Main Streetand Mayfield Streetnext doortothe old
HSBC. We hopeto have the Linear Park declared a City Park by the City of
Rochester. Please help supportour Green Space inthe North Winton Village
Neighborhood. We need volunteers for our 90 flower potsand 16 gardens inthe
North Winton Village Neighborhood. Please geton our website
www.NorthWintonVillage.comandemail me or call me at 224-9766 if you wish
tobeavolunteer.

MarilynParchus, NWNA

NORTHWINTON VILLAGE SAFETY
CENTER

The NorthWinton Village Safety
& Code Violations Committee
meetingisheldevery Thursday
at11:30a.m.atthe NWV Safety
Center, 1933 E. Main, onthe corner
of lllinois Street.

ThePresidentof BNAisamember
ofthiscommittee. Ourarea'sdaytime
CPO, Anthony Bongiovanni, meets
withNWV twiceamonthregarding
safety issuesand our Code Inspector
alsomeetswith NWV twiceamonth.
Businesses, landlordsand neighbors
areinvited tocomewithconcerns.

46 SCHOOL
UPCOMING EVENT

May 13th
Sticky Lips BBQ
Fundraiser at School 46
4-7p.m.
$10 for chicken dinner, two
sides, and cornbread,
Advance ticket recom-
mended andavailable by
emailing Kristen Frenchat
kristen.french@rcsdk12.org
orcalling 764-6579.




A Little Bit of History
From the Rochester Herald, Sunday, June 6, 1926 Head-

lines:

"CHINESEWISTERIAINBROWNCROFTNOW INFULL

BLOSSOM" ROCHESTER-

"Worthtravelinghundredsof milestosee.' Thatisthe wayaprominent
landscape architectexpressed to Charles J. Brown, president of the Brown
Brothers Nursery Company, hisadmiration for the Chinese wisterianowin
fullbloominBrowncroft. Thousands of visitors motor through Browncroft
nearly every day nowtoviewthese veryrare climbing plants, whichwere
broughtto Rochester several yearsago and planted at the foot of all the
lampstandardsinthis beautiful residential section.'Mr. Brownsays. These
Chinesevineshave long, pendulous clusters of purple flowersandattainan
immensesize, sometimes growingatthe rate of fifteentotwenty feetina
season. Theirmasses of purple blossoms now formastriking picturein
Browncroft." Inadditiontothe wisteriacompletely coveringevery lamp
standard in Browncroftare several tree-formsof thislovely plantin
Windemere Road, Browncroft. Mr. Brown states that they will undoubt-
edly beinfull blossomfor at leastanother week.

Commentary

Heaven is: Browncroft in Springtime

by CassandraPetsos

Wetruly liveinabeautiful partof
the country. Rochesteriansin particu-
larareblessed with parksfilledwith
horticultural delightsthatreally shinein
the spring duetothe legacy of our 19th
century nursery businesses.

Browncroftisanother microcosm
ofthismanmade sylvan paradise that
was bequeathedtotheresidentsby
the Brown Brothers Continental
Nurseriesinthe formoftheir subdivi-
sion by the Browncroft Realty Corpo-
rationin 1914. Their missionwasto
createapark forhomestobe builtin,
sothey professionally plannedand
plantedacontinuous landscape
covering 11streets. Thisfaroutdid
othersectionsinthe flower city, where
singlestreetmall designswerethe
norm, suchas SenecaParkway,
Lakeview Park, the Oxford Street
mall,and NundaBoulevard,tonamea

few.

Thenew plannedsubdivision,
complete withadesigned landscape,
juried houses, and deed restrictions
that forbade any commercial use of
the propertiesandalsodictated
house setbacks, hadanimpacton
theneighboringsubdivisions,aswell,
suchasthe Sheil farm’sElmcroft
subdivisiontothenorth. In
Elmcroft, itwas mandated thatan
elmtreebeplantedinfrontofevery
home. Unfortunately, theelmswere
killedby Dutchelmdiseaseinthe
1960’s, buttoday thanksto
Rochester’s Forestry Division, the
shaded streetscapeson Lanark,
Berwick, EImcroftand EImDrive
arerestored.

Theimportance of Browncroft’s
landscape should not be taken for

continued onpage 6

Summer
Reminders

from the Zoning Chair

Nowthatspring hasarrived and we
aregoing intothe summer months, itis
time onceagaintoremindneighbors of
afewthingstokeepinmindoutof
considerationtoothersintheneigh-
borhood, andtobe incompliance with
city coderegulations.

1. Please pick up after your pets. It
isrequired by the City’sdog ordi-
nance.

2. Pleasedonot putyouryard
debrisatthe curb before Tuesday
afternoonorevening. Thiswouldalso
beacode violation. Butmore impor-
tantly, itdetracts fromthetidy and
attractive appearance of the streetto
have plastic bags, piles of branches,
limbsoryarddebris from Saturday
until pick-up onWednesday morning.
Therearemany complaintsreceived
by BNA fromneighborsconcerning
thiseveryyear. Rememberalso, itis
justasunsightlyto leave your plastic
garbage bagspiledinyourfrontyard.

3. Please, if yousee liter, pickit
up. Wednesday, after garbage pick—
upthereisalways liter scattered about.
Gooutandgetit, ratherthan running
the lawn mower over itnexttimeyou
mow. Take pride inkeeping your
neighborhoodbeautiful.

4. Please remember to keep up
withdirtand grassremoval onside-
walks. Thiscanbe veryslipperywhen
wet. We have childreninstrollersand
retired neighborsoutwalkingduring
the dayand inthe eveningand wewant
tokeepeveryone safe.

Additionally, donotexpectthecity
topick up loose yard debris placed at
the curbinthe springthe way they did
inthefall. Thecity hasdiscontinued
thatoptionfor residential spring
cleaning. Branchesand leavesmustbe
tied up orbaggedtobe collected.

continued onpage 5




Spring in the Browncroft Rose

Garden

Inspringin
the Browncroft
Rose Garden
comeslushgreen
grassand happy
blossomsof
hyacinth, tulips
andflowering
crabtrees. Also,
beautification
volunteersshow
upfor*“spring
cleanup”andthis
yearwasno
exception—
BNA Beautifica-
tionCommittee
workerswere
joinedbyGirl
Scout Troops 33and420. On April
17th,and during the week after, seven
Beautification Committee \Workers
arrivedtopruneanddoapreliminary
weeding ofthe six rose bedsthrough-
outthe park. Thisneighborhood city
parkwill getofftoagreatstartin 2010
thankstothese volunteers: Margaret
Richter, Sharon Bloemendaal, Laura
Viau, Carry Atkins, Cassy Petsos,
Mary Ann Evans, and Linda Mauck.
Andthankyoutothegirl scoutsthat
weededthe annual bed: Carolyn
Blake, Amy Blake, MeganFoster,
ClaireFoster, Aideen Foster,
GabriellaZiyas, KarinaZiyas,and
An-Mei Kessler,withtheir leaders
BridgetZiyas, Lisafoster,and Donna
Blake. Annual bed plantingand
ongoingrose bed cultureisscheduled
for Saturday, May 29that9:30a.m.
Please helpoutbyspending 1t02
hoursinthe Rose Gardenwithyour
neighbors. Thepositiveattentionwe,
asaneighborhood, investinthishighly
visible garden parkisrewardedwith
ourenjoymentofitasanattractive
greenspaceandwith knowingweare
havingapositiveimpactonthe

appearance of our neighborhoodto
visitorsand prospective homebuyers.
Afterall, the BrowncroftRose Garden
isasignificantpropertyinthe
BrowncroftHistoric District,andas
suchshouldbe preservedtothe best
ofoourability.

President Message
continuedfrompage 2

atalllevelsavailabletous. Wewillbe
engaged ingetting consistentstreet
lightsmatchingthe character ofthe
historic Browncrofttractonthe BNA
streetssouth of BrowncroftBlvd.;a
25yearmarathon effort. Ithowever
will probably come atsome costtoall
the homeowners-butitwill bewell
worthitincurbappeal and property
values.

“Browncroft-aHomefora
Life Time”ismovingquicklyasavery
real neighborhood programasit
moves from committee into our
homes. Thereare manyexciting
projectscomingthatwill broadenthe
overall Browncroftcommunity appeal
asweassistin “aging-in-place” needs.

Thereare many other aspects
of BNAthatweare looking
forwardtothiscomingyear. We
look tothe possible startup ofa
BrowncroftHistorical Society as
weasacommunity approachour
100yearsas “Browncroft”; the
digitizingofourlargeslide
collectionandmemorabilia
assetscollecteddiligently by our
History Committee over the last
37years;the 2011 BNA Garage
Salenext April 30, May 1; our
Rose Garden upgrading possi-
bilities; watchdoggingthe
residential impactoftheeco-
nomicdevelopmentalongNorth
Winton Road; maintainingthe
curbappeal and property value
of our neighborhoodthroughrespon-
sible code enforcement; and lastbut
not leastourcommunicatingwitheach
otherthroughthemany venuesBNA
provides: Crier newsletter, web-site,
BNA-Announceemailing listserver,
Twitter,committees, general meetings
onappropriatetopics, gatheringsand
socialevents.

Won’tyou joinyour neigh-
borsinthisendeavor of neighborhood
responsibilityandaccountability! With
your continued participation, beitas
volunteersor party goers, BNAwill
continueintoits 38thyearwiththe
sameenthusiasmthat launchedthis
associationin1973!

SummerRules
continued frompage4

5. AndPlease do notpark vehicles
onthefront lawnoronthetree lawns
between the curband city sidewalks.

Weallshouldtake prideinour
neighborhoodand put forththe kind of
image thathas made Browncroftone
ofthemostdesirableresidential.
areas.inthe City. Thankyou

Holly Petsos




Crime
Prevention
Update

—Bob Genthner

BNA hasbeenreceivingweekly
the RPD crime listfor our streetssince
March 23,2009 as part ofthe Police
and Citizens Interaction Committee
(PCIC)anditscommunity policing/
PACTAC initiatives. All ofthereports
forthe larger PSA 29 of whichBNA
streetsare included have been posted
eachWednesday on our web-site
under the Crime Prevention Commit-
tee. Atleastatwomonth listing of the
weekly reportsis maintained foryour
reference. Inthis 56 week period
through Apr 18, 2010, there were
reported onour BNA streetsonly 2
burglaries: May 18,2009 and Nov.
18,2009; norobberies; and 14
larceniesthatall occurred between
May 19thand Aug. 31st2009. Keep
reportingany suspiciousactivity to
911.Ifyouwouldliketobecomea
member of PACTAC, pleasegiveme
acallordropanemailto
rgenthner@browncroftna.org.

Browncroft

continued frompage4

granted. Thefollowingareexcerpts
fromthe National Register Survey
document:

“The Browncroft Historic
Districtis historically significant
under National Register Criterion A
asan intact, planned residential
subdivision (ca. 1914t0 1929), a
property type reflecting ... integra-
tion of domestic architecture and
landscape design... The contribut-
ing historic designed landscape, a
component of the original subdivi-
sion plan, isdistinguished by its
cohesive design and park-like

setting ......Major components of
the original vegetation survive, and
lost plant materials have been
replaced with the same or similar
species, supporting the original
design intent.”

Andin Section 7, thedocument
thatcontainsadescriptionofevery
elementinthedistrict, frombuildings
tovegetationto publicfurnishings,
suchasstreetlightsand markersthere
isthefollowing: “Districtretains
original components of historic
designed landscape, particularly
within the public right-of-way,
including: broad tree lawn planted
with ““signature” species (flowering
trees and shrubs); line of shade
trees planted at back of public
sidewalk; wide sidewalk and
crossings for pedestrians; deep and
uniform setback of houses; brick
walkway to front entrance; sand-
stone curbs and drainage inlets;
period streetlights (design associ-
ated with city planning
commission’s “City Beautiful
movement).”

Ourenjoymentthismonthofthe
magnolia, forsythiaand wisteria—
andinafewweeks, the lilacs, spirea,
viburnum, andkerriagracingourtree
lawns—isduetothevisionofthe

Brownfamilyalmost100yearsearlier.

Andwhenthe shadetreescomplete
their leafing out, we will be ensured of
pleasantwalkingundertheircooling
canopy whensummertemperatures
soar. And provided we take the
trouble to be stewards of thistradition,
thisneighborhoodwill continuetobe
“abeautiful sectionofabeautiful city".

Twitter.com/
browncroftna —

Bob Genthner

Areyouatweeter? Since April 1st
BNA hasestablished itsownaccount
on Twitter.comtofurtherthe question
“What’shappening in Browncroft
now?” Youdonothavetohavean
accounton Twitter to read our tweets,
unless of course you wantto tweet
yourselfby sendinga 140 max
character message onwhat’s happen-
ingvia @browncroftna. Ifwelikeit
we’llre-tweettoall of our followersto
ensurethey getthe tweetontheir
home page. Ifyousimply gotohttp:/
twitter.com/browncroftna, youwill
seeallthe tweetsfromBNAtothe
public. Youcanalsoaccessitdirectly
from ourweb-site’shome page (atthe
top). Justclick! Ifyoudoestablishan
accountofyourown, youcanbea
“follower” andreceive BNA’stweets
24/7.1fyougoto Twitter.comand
enter into the searchbox
“pbrowncroftna”, youwill seeall of our
tweets AND all those addressed to
“@browncroftna” real time! Thenyou
canclickonany @usernameand see
theirtweetsonwhattheyaredoing
nowandwhomtheyarefollowing.
Happy tweeting!

Save the Date:

BNA Family Picnic, July
21st, Sycamore Shelter,
EllisonPark. Thisannual
eventhasbeenanenjoyable
get-together forresidents
youngandyoung-at-heart.
BNA providesthe hotdogs
andlemonade. Neighbors
bringadishtopass. Joinus.
Further detailsinthe nextJuly
Crierand onourwebsite.




