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Browncroft Fall Membership Meeting
Presenting

125 Years of
Rochesterôs Parks

By Katie Eggers Comeau

Wednesday, October 22nd
at 7:30

Christ The Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church
1000 N. Winton Road

Whether your interest is nature, recreation,
urban design or social history, this talk is for you.

Katie will trace the cityôs many parks from their 19th-century begin-
nings through to the present.  Learn about Rochesterôs Olmsted legacy 
in such parks as Highland, Seneca and Genesee Valley, as well as many 
city squares and parkways. The park systemôs story continues through to 
the present outlining the evolving social purposes and landscape designs 
in the city park systemôs history; and includes our 20th century additions 
such as Manhattan Square and Turning Point Park.

Katie is the architectural historian at Bero Architecture PLLC,
and a member of the Board of Trustees of the National Association for  
Olmsted Parks. Prior to that, she was the Director of Preservation Servic-
es at the Landmark Society of Western New York, where her projects in-
cluded extensive documentation of, and advocacy for, Rochesterôs historic 
park system.  This slide show and lecture was given at the Rundel Memo-
rial Library last spring to highlight the fall 2013 edition of the same name, 
which she authored, for the journal ñRochester Historyò of the Rochester 
Public Library.  Katie is also a former Browncroft resident of Beresford 
and Croydon Roads. 

Join your neighbors for a stimulating fall meeting event!
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The Browncroft Neighborhood 
Association was founded in 1973, 
which makes this amazing organi-
zation more than forty years old!  
The BNAôs constitution states that 
the purpose of the organization is 
to promote, organize, and carry on 
those activities which are intended 
to maintain and improve the char-
acter and quality of neighborhood 
living in the Browncroft area.
Recently, we have all been 

reminded that our quality of living 
is not to be taken for granted.  We 
have become too comfortable and 
less vigilant and have unknowingly 
provided the opportunity for crimi-
nal activity. Cars have been left 
over night in driveways, unlocked 
and first floor windows and garage 
doors have been left open.
 Of greatest concern, a neighbor 

was robbed while walking on the 
street.  Clearly, the quality of life 
in the BN has been dramatically 
affected by these events as demon-
strated by the 50+ neighbors who 
attended a recent meeting with the 
Rochester Police Department.
The quality of life in our neigh-

borhood is directly related to the 
involvement of its residents.  The 
BNA no longer has a PAC-TAC* for 
lack of volunteers.  The BNA board 
has several vacant positions.  Each 
year we are desperate for volunteers 
to work in the Rose Garden, chair 
a committee or help to complete 
a project.  The character of our 
wonderful neighborhood will not be 
maintained without your involve-
ment. 
If you would like more informa-

tion about PAC-TAC go to http://

Presidentõs Message:
Challenge to the Neighborhood

www.cityofrochester.gov/pactac/. If 
you would like to sign up, complete 
the application found on the above 
site and contact our neighbor-
hood Safety and Crime Prevention 
Officer, Anthony Belliard,  
AB1303@CityofRochester.gov   If 
you would like to volunteer for 
a committee or project you can 
contact me at LASNSS@rit.edu or 
288-6744 and we can discuss your 
area of interest.   
We have 672 households in the 

BN.  Imagine what we could ac-
complish if each household volun-
teered just one hour!

Linda Siple, BNA   
 President

*Police and Citizens Together Against 
Crime

BNA NEEDS YOUR 
MEMBERSHIP
The 2015 Membership Drive 

kicks off with this issue of the 
Browncroft Crier and I would 
like to say a few words about the 
importance of membership in 
the Browncroft Neighborhood 
Association.
Your membership provides sup-

port to an organization that builds 
relationships between neighbors.  It 
helps us become familiar with each 
otherôs needs and interests.  We can 
more effectively communicate our 
concerns about our neighborhood.
Through the BNA, we can pres-

ent a singular voice to local govern-
ments and organizations.  City and 
County services can be accessed 
more efficiently and effectively.
The BNA organizes and runs 

public meetings with guest speak-
ers on topics of neighborhood 
interest and three much anticipated 
events; the Winter Gathering, the 
Annual Picnic and The Biennial 
Ultimate Garage Sale.
Additionally, this newsletter, 

which is published four times a 
year, keeps all residents informed 
of the current issues of concern to 
the neighborhood, with its circula-
tion to 680 households.
The Browncroft Rose Garden at 

the corner of Merchants Road and 
Browncroft Boulevard has been 
kept in bloom for 42 years by the 
Beautification Committee.  
Through your membership 

in the Browncroft Neighborhood 
Association you help continue the 
efforts of your neighbors to build a 
cohesive, concerned and safer com-
munity.
Please consider joining if youôre 

not a member yet.  If you are al-

STREET LIGHT
 UPDATE
The instal-

lation of the 
new street lights 
are targeted for 
completion by 
December, 2014. 
The project is 
composed of 
5 phases (see 
Spring 2014 
Crier* for de-
tails). 
The scope of the work consists 

of installing 159 new concrete light 
poles, new fixtures and a conduit 
system. The contractor will utilize 
as much of the existing conduit 
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